BIOaRAPHICAL  SKETCH  OF 


JAMES  KING  OF  WILLIAM. 


Mr.  King  was  born  in  Georgetown,  D.  C.,  in  January,  1822,  and  was  consequently  in  the 
thirty-fifth  year  of  his  age.  He  was  married  in  1843,  and  leaves  behind  him  a widow  and  six 
children  to'monm  his  loss. 

The  circumstances  leading  to  his  death  are  already  familiar  to  the  entire  State,  and  detail 
hero  is  unecessaiy.  He  fell  beneath  the  assassin’s  aim.  He  died  a martyr  to  the  cause  of 
Liberty.  His  was  the  head  that  planned  the  regenei-ation  of  California  society,  the  heart  that 
perilled  death  to  acheievc  it. 

He  arrived  in  this  country  at  an  early  date,  before  the  discovery  of  gold,  and  was  therefore 
not  attracted  hither  by  its  glitter.  No  thirst  of  wealth  brought  him  to  these  distant  shores,  and 
since  he  landed  upon  them  he  has  kept  his  hands  free  from  its  pollution.  He  came  hither  to 
seek  a renewal  of  his  health,  which  had  been  broken  down  almost  hopelessly  by  several  years 
of  close  application  and  unremitting  toil  in  the  banking  house  of  Corcoran  & Riggs,  of  Wash- 
ington City. 

After  the  discovery  of  gold  and  the  sudden  growth  of  this  City  and  State  into  gigantic  im- 
portance, his  knowledge  of  banking  was  made  available,  and  he  established  the  first  bank  ever 
opened  in  San  Francisco.  At  first  he  was  eminently  successful,  but  the  sudden  reverses  in  for- 
tune, which  took  place  in  the  spring  of  1 855,  affected  Mr.  King’s  affairs  very  disastrously,  and 
reduced  him  from  a millionaire  to  comparative  poverty.  He  did  not  fail,  however,  for  he  sac- 
rificed all  that  he  possessed,  and  paid  his  creditors  to  the  uttermost  fiirthing.  Even  the  home- 
stead, allowed  by  our  laws,  he  refused  to  keep,  for  his  conscience  was  so  scrupulously  tender 
that  he  did  not  believe  he  could  retain  a shelter  even  for  his  wife  and  children,  whilst  by  that 
very  act,  another’s  might  be  turned  out  of  doors. 

Wlien,  therefore,  he  started  the  Bulletin,  he  was  very  poor,  but  very  honest.  He  could  not 
boast  of  lands  and  houses,  but  he  could  boast  of  a stainless  name.  That  name,  he  well  knew, 
wf)uld  be  the  best  heritage  for  his  children,  when  he  should  be  no  more,  and  he  resolved  that 
they  should  bear  it  without  a blush. 

Scrupulously  honest  in  all  the  private  relations  of  life,  he  retained,  even  in  misfortune,  the 
respect  and  esteem  of  hi.s.  former  associates,  and  to  such  a degree  was  this  confidence  manifest- 
ed, that  most  of  his  own  customers  followed  him  into  the  Banking  House  of  Adams  & Co., 
and  deposited  with  them  for  no  other  reason  than  that  he  was  their  clerk. 

After  the  failure  of  that  concern  he  remained  a few  months  in  retirement,  and  did  not  under- 
take any  active  employment.  But,  compelled  by  the  necessities  of  a large  family,  to  start 
again  in  life,  he  selected  the  avocation  of  editor,  as  one  for  which  he  was  best  qualified  bj  the 
boldness  of  his  nature,  and  the  extent  of  his  information.  In  the  latter  respect  he  has  never 
had  an  equal  in  this  State  ; for  he  came  at  a very  early  period,  mingled  constantly  in  the  most 
active  affairs  of  life,  was  a quick  observer,  and  possessed  a most  retentive  memory  of  events. 
Ho  had  seen  California  in  her  weakness,  her  infancy,  and  her  nakedness.  When  he  landed  at 
Yerba  Buena,  it  was  but  a Mexican  village,  standing  on  a sand  bank,  and  presenting  to  the 
eye  the  very  picture  of  desolation.  The  noble  harbor  of  San  Francisco,  now  ornamented  by 
the  flags  of  the  earth,  was  visited  only  at  long  intervals  by  some  whaleship  on  her  dreary  voy- 
age to  the  Arctic  Seas,  or  by  some  Yankee  bark  loaded  with  beads  and  gew-gaws,  in  search  of 
hides  and  horns. 

His  life,  how  short,  yet  how  eventful ! He  beheld  this  city  rise  “ like  Venice,  a sea  Cybele, 
fresh  from  ocean.”  He  witnessed  its  greatest  prosperity,  and  perhaps  its  deepest  depression. 
In  1851,  he  beheld  it  the  abode  of  crime,  and  was  amongst  the  earliest  and  most  effective  of 
those  who  formed  the  celebrated  Committee  of  Vigilance  in  that  year.  But  he  never  violated 
the  laws  of  his  country,  and  was  always  ready  to  uphold  them,  even  at  the  risk  of  his  life  and 
limb.  Many  members  of  the  old  Committee  will  remember  how  manfully  he  interceded  for  a 
suspected  prisoner,  before  that  body,  and  actually  armed  himself  to  defend  him  — believing  that 
none  but  the  vicious  should  be  accused  and  none  but  the  guilty  punished. 


ATTEMPTED  ASSASSINATION  OF  JAMES  KING  OF  WM. 


Satisfied  at  last  that  society  was  essentially  corrupt  in  this  city,  and  that  there  was  no  pros- 
pect of  a reformation,  save  by  open  denunciation  of  the  criminal,  as  well  as  by  hatred  of  tlie 
crime,  he  opened  the  crusade  by  issuing  the  first  number  of  the  Evening  Bulletin  on  the  eighth 
day  of  October,  1855. 

From  the  moment  he  took  his  seat  at  the  editor’s  desk,  he  felt  that  a great  work  was  before 
him.  He  had  witnessed  the  career  of  the  time  serving  presses  in  the  State  — had  seen  how 
bravely  they  started  off — liow  quickly  they  felt  the  influence  of  outside  pressure  — how  open 
they  were  to  briliery  — how  gladly  they  yielded  to  corruption.  Scorning,  with  a Christian 
morality  and  a manly  pride,  to  follow  in  footsteps  that  were  disgraced  by  cowardice  and  sub- 
serviency, he  hoisted  the  signal  of  incoekuptibility,  and  nailed  it  to  the  mast-head.  Be- 
hold ! fellow  citizens  — it  now  floats  over  his  remains.  In  triumph  see  it  kissing  the  winds  of 
heaven  and  lending  every  air  that  passes,  the  perfume  of  its  sanctity.  Under  it  he  fought 
many  a dangerous  battle,  dared  to  the  death  combat  many  a powerful  foe. 

Who  can  forget  his  lioly  wars  1 No  Cmsader  ever  engaged  Mussulman  beneath  the  walls 
of  Jerusalem,  -Hath  sterner  resolution  and  more  glorious  chivalry,  than  he  did  the  dastardly 
pests  that  for  years  have  hovered  like  carrion-crows  over  the  decomposing  elements  of  Califor- 
nia society.  No  Kentucky  rifleman  ever  sent  the  death-messenger  to  the  heart  of  his  country’s 
foe  with  an  aim  so  sure  as  his,  when  with  steady  neiwe  and  unwinking  eye,  he  discharged  the 
terrors  of  his  pen  at  villiany,  vice  and  corruption. 

There  was  no  blanching  in  his  featm-es,  no  backing  in  his  heart.  He  well  knew  the  dangers 
that  surrounded  him,  but  he  was  inspired  by  the  justice  of  his  cause,  and  despised  them  all. 
He  often  gazed  at  that  wife,  now  a widow,  at  those  children,  now  orphans,  and  almost  faltered 
when  he  remembered  how  soon  they  might  hear  the  signal  of  his  death.  But  he  recollected  in 
those  moments  of  despondency,  that  he  was  the  servant  of  a great,  generous  and  free  people  ; 
that  he  was  striking  for  God  and  his  native  land ; and  he  pressed  on,  regardless  of  conse- 
quences, fully  convinced  that  should  he  fall  in  the  battle  he  had  begun,  Ms  country  would 
gather  his  little  ones  under  her  wings,  and  shield  them  for  his  sake. 

Who  now  shall  be  the  orphan’s  friend  ? the  school-boy’s  companion  ? the  teacher’s  instruct- 
or'? the  patriot’s  boast  i In  him,  the  press  has  lost  its  noblest  ornament,  society  its  greatest 
benefactor,  education  its  wisest  guide,  the  people  their  finnest  friend. 


ATTEMPTED  ASSASSEVATIOA  OF  JAMES  KING  OF  M. 

James  King  of  William,  the  editor  of  the  Bulletin,  was  shot  down  in  the  street,  in  open  day, 
on  Wednesday,  May  14th,  by  James  P.  Casey.  The  circumstances  are  as  follows  : 

In  the  Bulletin  of  Wednesday  appeared  the  following  article  ; 

“Among  the  names  mentioned  by  ‘A  Purifier,’  in  his  communication  of  Friday  last,  as 
objectionable  appointments  of  the  Custom  House,  was  that  of  Mr.  Bagley,  who  has  since  called 
on  us,  and  by  wiiose  reqnest  w'e  have  made  more  particular  inquiries  into  the  charges  made 
against  him.  On  Monday  we  told  Mr.  Bagley  that  we  could  not  feel  justified  in  withdrawing 
the  general  charge  against  him,  for  though  in  the  particular  cases  mentioned  we  had  not  been 
satisfied  that  he  was  the  party  at  fault,  yet  the  general  character  we  heard  w'as  against  him. 
To  tMs  Mr.  Bagley  urged  that  our  informants  were  all  enemies  of  his,  w'hich,  in  one  sense  of 
the  word,  is  true,  though  they  are  not  the  persons  he  supposes.  At  our  last  iuterr  iew  with  Mr. 
B.  we  told  him  that  if  he  could  bring  some  respectable  persons,  known  to  us,  w'ho  w'ould  vouch 
for  him,  and  explain  away  what  had  been  told  us,  we  would  take  pleasure  in  sajdng  as  much 
in  our  paper.  Several  such  have  called  on  us,  but  wdiilst  they  are  unanimous  in  sajlng  that 
Bagley  behaves  himself  very  well  at  present,  yet  w hen  we  ask  them,  for  instance,  about  the 
fight  with  Casey,  they  cannot  explain  it  satisfactorily.  Our  impression  at  the  time  w^as,  that 
in  the  Casey  fight  Bagley  was  the  aggressor.  It  does  not  matter  how  bad  a man  Casey  had 
been,  nor  how  much  benefit  it  might  be  to  the  public  to  have  him  out  of  the  way,  we  cannot 
accord  to  any  one  citizen  the  right  to  kill  him,  or  even  beat  him,  without  justifiable  personal 
provocation. 

“ The  fact  that  Casey  has  been  an  inmate  of  Sing-Sing  prison  in  New  York,  is  no  offence 
against  the  laws  of  this  State  ; nor  is  the  fact  of  his  having  stuffed  himself  through  the  ballot- 
box  as  elected  to  the  board  of  Supervisors  from  a district  w'here  it  is  said  he  was  not  even  a 
candidate,  any  justification  for  Mr.  Bagley  to  shoot  Casey,  however  richly  the  latter  may 
deserve  to  have  his  neck  stretched  for  such ‘fraud  on  the  people.  These  are  acts  against  the 
■public  good,  not  against  Mr.  Bagley  in  particular,  and  how'ever  much  we  may  detest  Casey’s 
former  character,  or  be  convinced  of  the  shallowness  of  his  promised  reformation,  w'e  cannot 
justify  the  assumption  by  Mr.  Bagley  to  take  upon  himself  the  redressing  of  these  wrongs.  This 
case  of  Bagley’s  has  caused  us  much  anxiety,  and  w^e  should  have  been  pleased  to  have  with- 
drawn! cheerfully  his  name  from  the  list  alluded  to,  but  we  cannot  conscienciously  do  more 
than  express  our  gratification  at  the  assurances  we  get  of  Ms  present  conduct,  in  which  we  trust 
he  will  persevere.  As  to  the  Casey  fight,  we  suggest  to  Mr.  Bagley  if  he  can  explain  that 
away,  it  would  not  be  amiss  to  do  so,  and  he  can  have  the  use  of  our  columns  for  that  pm-pose.” 


THE  ATTACK  BY  CASEY,  AND  GATHERING  OF  THE  PEOPLE. 


About  four  o’clock  the  same  afternoon,  and  shortly  after  the  regular  publication  of  the 
Bulletin,  Casey  called  at  the  editorial  room  of  that  paper,  and  saw  King,  who  was  seated  alone 
in  the  apartment.  In  an  adjoining  room,  which  communicated  by  an  open  doonvay,  there 
were  two  persons,  who  heard  all  that  passed.  Casey  was  apparently  much  excited,  and  spoke 
as  if  short  of  breath.  He  asked  King  what  he  meant  by  the  article  in  the  Bulletin  just  issued. 
King  asked  him  what  article  he  referred  to  ; when  Casey  replied,  “ To  that  which  says  I was 
a former  inmate  of  Sing-Sing  Prison.”  King  answered,  “ Is  not  that  true  1 ” Casey  replied, 
“ That  is  not  tlie  question.  I don’t  wish  my  past  acts  raked  up  ; on  that  point  I am  sensitive.” 
King  then  said,  “Are  you  done  ' There’s  tlie  door — go  ! never  show  your  face  here  again.” 
Casey  immediately  moved  otf,  and  when  at  the  door,  which  was  open,  he  said,  “ I’ll  say  in  my 
paper  what  I please.”  King  replied,  “ You  have  a perfect  right  to  do  as  you  please.  I’ll 
never  notice  your  paper.”  Casey,  slapping  his  hand  on  his  breast,  then  said,  “ If  necessary 
I shall  defend  myself.”  King  here  rose  from  liis  seat,  and  said,  “ Go  ! never  show  your  face 
here  again.”  Casey  immediately  went  down  stairs,  without  saying  another  word. 

At  a few  minutes  past  five  o’clock,  Mr.  King  left  his  office  as  usual,  for  dinner.  He  walked 
on  the  pavement  in  front  of  Montgomery  Block,  going  northward.  At  the  Bank  Exchange, 
he  crossed  the  street  diagonally,  towards  the  Pacific  Express  office.  Casey,  who  had  been  pre- 
viously observed  walking  on  the  west  side  of  Montgomery  street,  opposite  Montgomery  Block, 
as  if  watching  for  King’s  appearance,  was  at  this  time  on  the  pavement  before  the  Express 
office.  He  was  observed  to  step  into  the  street  as  King  crossed,  and,  suddenly  throwing  off  a 
short  cloak  which  he  wore,  presented  a revolver  at  King’s  person,  when  he  and  lung  were  only 
a few  feet  apart,  and  fired,  'fhe  shot  took  effect  in  King’s  breast,  and  passed  through  Ms 
body.  The  morning  papers  differ  somewhat  in  their  accounts — one  asserting  that  Casey  said, 
“ Draw  and  defend  yourself,” — another,  that  Casey  said,  “Are  you  armed  1 I am  going  to 
shoot  you,”— and  at  the  same  time  firing.  King  did  not  hear  any  such  words,  nor  had  the 
least  notice  to  defend  himself.  He  heard  a noise  like  a person  crying  “ Come  on  1 ” or  some- 
thing like  it,  and  at  the  very  instant  saw  a pistol  pointed  at  his  breast,  which  was  fired.  The 
“ Come  on  ! ” and  firing  were  as  closely  simultaneous  as  could  be.  Mr.  King,  in  anticipation 
of  death,  made  this  statement  to  the  proprietors  of  the  Bulletin,  and  to  the  friends  around 
his  bed-side.  Whoever  knows  James  King  of  William,  will  believe  that  what  he  has  said  is  the 
literal,  unvarnished  truth. 

As  soon  as  Mr.  King  received  the  wound  he  staggered  into  the  Pacific  Express  office,  and 
was  handed  a chair.  Soon  after,  a bed  was  procured,  and  the  best  medical  skill  obtained  for 
him.  'Phe  ball  entered  the  left  breast,  just  above  the  nipple,  and  came  out  under  the  shoulder 
blade.  The  pistol  was  a navy  revolver,  and  carried  a large  ball.  The  wound  bled  profusely, 
and  was  very  painful.  In  a short  time  Mr.  King’s  extremities  became  cold,  but  by  constant 
rubbing,  application  of  hot  water  in  bottles,  and  mustard  plasters,  a moderate  degree  of  warmth 
was  restored.  After  having  the  wound  bandaged,  his  medical  attendants  administered  the 
proper  medicines,  after  which  he  enjoyed  several  hours’  sleep.  He  awoke  feeling  somewhat 
refreshed.  His  situation  early  this  morning  was  extremely  critical. 

As  soon  as  Casey  fired  the  pistol,  many  of  his  friends,  who  had  doubtless  been  aware  of  the 
Intended  assassination,  were  seen  flocking  around  him,  and  he  was  immediately  hurried  up  to 
to  the  station  house,  to  get  clear  of  the  people  who  assembled  rapidly. 

It  soon  became  known  by  the  masses  that  Casey  was  in  the  station  house,  and  a rush  was 
made  by  the  crowd  towards  the  City  Hall,  with  cries  of  “ hang  the  son  of  a b — h “ take  him 
out “ he  will  get  clear  if  the  officers  keep  him.”  The  crowd  separated,  about  one-half  going- 
up  Merchant  and  the  other  half  up  Washington  street,  to  the  station  house,  which  they  found 
strongly  guarded  by  officers,  and  ban-icaded,  and  the  outside  iron  doors  leading  to  the  halls  of 
the  building  were  firmly  closed.  Being  repulsed  by  the  officers  at  this  point,  and  in  the 
absence  of  an  organization,  after  the  utterance  of  curses  and  imprecations  upon  the  officers  for 
protecting  the  prisoner,  the  crowd  again  dispersed,  and  repaired  to  the  corner  where  the  firing 
occurred,  to  leant  more  of  the  particulars  and  to  counsel  with  others  who  were  assembling. 
The  various  streets  all  about  the  fatal  corner  were  now  completely  filled  by  persons,  all  of 
whom  seemed  to  imbibe  the  excitement  almost  to  frenzy.  Crowds  of  anxious  friends  were 
seeking  admission  to  the  Pacific  Express  office  to  learn  the  extent  of  the  injuries  of  Mr.  King, 
while  shouts  of  “ let  us  organize  and  hang  him,”  “ hang  all  the  gamblers,”  filled  the  air. 

The  officers  feeling  that  greater  safety  might  be  obtained  over  the  person  of  the  prisoner  in 
the  County  Jail,  undertook  his  removal.  During  the  return  of  the  crowd  to  the  corner  of 
Montgomery  and  Washington  streets,  several  attempts  were  made  to  get  him  out  by  the 
Deputy  Sheriffs  and  Police,  but  there  appeared  to.  be  too  many  people  about,  and  their  plans 
were  frustrated.  After  a little  manceuvriiig,  a mysterious  carriage  was  observed  to  be  standing 
in  Washington  street,  at  Dunbar  Alley,  that  leads  into  the  rear  portion  of  the  City  Hall  and 
Station  House.  The  prisoner  soon  came  out,  supported  by  Marshal  North  on  one  side,  and 
Charles  P.  Duane  upon  the  other,  and  a large  posse  of  deputy  sheriffs  and  policemen  in  at- 
tendance. The  can-iage  was  driven  up  to  Kearny  street  by  the  authority  of  the  officers,  and 
the  prisoner  and  the  attendants  followed.  Soon  as  the  crowd  below  saw  this  movement, 
another  nish  was  made  up  Washington  street  with  cries  and  yells  as  before.  Being  hotly  pur- 
sued by  the  throng,  the  officers  deemed  it  prudent  to  enter  the  carriage,  which  was  stopped  in 
Kearny  street,  and  the  prisoner,  who  held  in  each  hand  a revolver,  was  thrust  into  it  with 
several  officers,  and  was  driven  with  great  speed  off  to  the  County  Jail  on  Broadway,  and  the 
people  followed  by  every  possible  avenue  that  would  lead  in  that  iirection. 


KXCITEMENT  AND  PROCEEDINGS  AT  THE  JAIL. 


Having  the  advantage  of  the  team,  the  officers  were  able  to  get  the  prisoner  safely  locked  up 
before  any  considerable  number  could  reach  the  spot.  But  soon  the  multitude  came  up, 
streaming  through  all  the  thoroughfares  that  led  to  that  section,  and  in  less  than  three  minutes 
the  broad  extent  in  front  of  the  Jail  was  one  solid  mass  of  living  humanity.  A large  body  of 
officers  stationed  themselves  in  front  of  the  Jail  ujion  the  high  bluff  that  rises  above  the  street, 
and  warned  the  crowd  not  to  apjtroacli ; Marshal  North  stood  in  the  centre,  at  the  head  of  the 
steps  leading  up  to  the  bluff,  and  was  supported  on  each  side  by  a strong  force  of  police  offi- 
cers and  deputy  sheriffs.  Many  in  the  crowd  were  loud  in  calling  for  simimartf  punishment, 
and  expressed  a readiness  to  lead  in  an  assault  upon  the  Jail,  and  bring  out  the  prisoner. 
When  these  propositions  were  made,  they  were  generally  received  with  shouts  of  “ good,” 
“ that’s  it,”  “ hang  him,”  “ let  us  take  the*  Jail,”  “ arrest  the  officers,”  &c. 

The  excitement  seemed  to  increase  every  moment,  and  scarcely  any  one  was  observed  that 
did  not  enter  into  the  wild  enthusiasm  that  prevailed  among  the  masses,  and  seemed  deter- 
mined upon  revenge. 

When  the  excitement  was  at  its  highest  pitch,  Mr.  Thos.  IHag,  brother  of  Jas.  King,  ap- 
peared upon  the  ground  and  desired  to  mount  the  bluff  where  the  officers  were  standing  to 
addre.ss  the  crowd,  but  was  prevented  by  the  officers  ; and  at  the  suggestion  of  some  of  those 
who  desired  to  hear  him,  he  went  across  the  street,  and  got  upon  a balcony  of  a two-story 
building,  and  after  (juiet  was  restored  Mi-.  King  said  : 

“ Gentlemen  and  Fellow  Citizens  — I have  but  little  to  say  about  this  matter.  My  opinion 
of  it  is,  tliat  it  is  a cool,  premeditated,  and  cowardly  murder,  by  the  hand  of  a d— d Sing  Sing 
convict,  and  by  a plan  of  the  gamblers  of  San  Francisco.  This  difficulty  has  grown  out  of  a 
vile  slander  and  infamous  lie  that  was  published  in  the  Sunday  Times,  on  Sunday  last.  I 
called  upon  Mr.  Casey  several  times  to  obtain  the  name  of  tlie  author,  but  he  has  lied  to  me  so 
many  times  that  I found  it  impossible  to  get  any  truth  out  of  him,  and  he  finally*told  me  that 
he  would  assume  the  responsibility,  and  asked  me  what  I was  going  to  do  about  it.  I told 
him  I would  have  nothing  to  do  with  a man  of  his  character,  tliat  I expected  to  find  a respon- 
sible man  of  some  standing  in  the  community.  He  then  agreed  to  ])ulilish.  a card  in  the 
Herald,  retracting  the  statement,  but  this  he  lied  about.  I met  him  two  or  three  times  to-day, 
but  he  did  not  dare  to  say  a word  to  me,  but  avoided  me  on  the  street,  evidently  feeling  that 
he  deserved  chastisement.  He  went  into  the  office  of  my  brother  to-day  and  was  told  to  go 
away.  About  an  hour  ago  I was  in  at  old  Notches’  pistol  gallery,  and  he  told  me  that  my 
brother  was  to  be  shot.  If  he  knew  it,  did  not  the  gamblers  know  it,  and  was  it  not  a premed- 
itated plan,  and  that  by  the  gamblers  of  tlie  city  I Why  did  not  the  officers  know  it  and  inter- 
fere f Gentlemen,  we  have  got  to  take  that  jail,  and  to  do  so  we  must  kill  those  officers, 
unless  they  give  way  to  us,  and  we  must  hang  that  fellow  up.”  (Tremendous  cheering  by  the 
listeners.) 

At  this  stage  officer  Nugent  came  down  from  the  bluff  and  started  through  the  crowd  to- 
wards where  Mr.  lung  was  standing,  as  many  thouglit  to  arrest  him,  and  he  was  prevented  by  a 
gathering  about  his  person,  so  that  he  was  compelled  to  retire  to  his  stand  again  amid  tlie 
shouts  and  hisses  of  those  in  the  street.  Marshal  North  gave  orders  to  his  men  not  to  make 
any  reply  to  whatever  might  be  said  by  the  crowd.  Mr.  King  came  down  into  the  street, 
anil  after  great  persuasion,  entered  a carriage  prepared  by  his  friends,  which  was  driven  down 

It  was  rumored  that  a large  force  was  organizing  and  arming  in  the  lower  part  of  the  city, 
to  come  up  and  make  an  assault  upon  the  Jail,  and  presently  a row  of  bayonets  were  seen  to 
turn  the  corner  of  Dupont  street,  and  supposing  them  to  be  those  of  the  allies,  the  people 
yelled  and  cheered  in  a tremendous  manner ; but  as  they  approached,  it  seemed  they  were  a 
company  of  volunteer  soldiery,  witli  a few  of  our  military  in  citizens’  dress,  and  then  the 
cheering  was  turned  into  hisses  and  groans.  The  company  consisted  of  about  twenty 
persons,  under  the  command  of  Lieut.  Reese,  and  among  whom  we  noticed  Messrs.  Hall  Mc- 
Allister, W.  L.  Higgins,  R.  Tobin,  C.  P.  Duane,  J.  E.  Nuttman,  J.  J.  Hoff,  and  others,  all  of 
whom  mounted  the  bluff  in  front  of  the  prison,  and  some  of  them  went  up  to  the  roof  of  the 
building,  and  all  were  drawn  up  in  battle  array.  This  did  not  please  the  crowd,  who  howled, 
groaned  and  uttered  many  im])recations  upon  the  head  of  those  who  would  interfere  with  the 
administration  of  justice  to  a culprit. 

The  streets,  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach,  seemed  to  be  filled  with  persons,  either  nishing  to 
the  scene,  or  hurrying  away  on  some  errand  connected  with  the  affair.  Every  building  in  the 
vicinity  was  alive  with  humanity,  and  the  whole  presented  one  of  the  most  thrilling  and  excit- 
ing scenes  we  have  ever  seen  ; excelling  anything  wliich  transpired  during  the  old  Vigilance 
Committee  times. 

Occasionally  some  enthusiastic  person  could  be  seen  with  his  uplifted  hands  in  the  crowd, 
earnestly  explaining  to  those  around  him  that  now  was  the  time  for  action,  and  that  he  was 
ready  to  lead.  These  addresses  were  followed  by  bursts  of  applause  and  loud  cheering,  and 
everything  that  would  tend  to  kindle  or  fan  the  flame  of  excitement. 

About  half  past  six  o’clock,  his  Hon.,  Mayor  Van  Ness  appeared  at  the  Jail,  and  after  a 
little  consultation  with  the  Sheriff  and  Marshal  he  stepped  forward  in  front  of  the  Jail  and 
removed  his  hat,  as  though  he  would  address  his  constituents.  After  a long  time  quiet  was 
restored,  and  he  proceeded  to  say ; 

“ Gentlemen  — I desire  to  say  to  you  that  you  are  here  creating  an  excitement  which  may 
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lead  to  some  oecurrenees  this  night,  which  will  require  years  to  wipe  out.  You  are  now  labor- 
ing under  a great  exeitement,  and  I advise  you  to  quietly  disperse,  and  I can  assure  you  that 
the  prisoner  is  safe,  and  let  the  law  have  its  course,  and  justice  will  be  done.  (Many  voices, 

‘ look  at  the  case  of  poor  Richardson.’  ‘ How  is  it  in  his  case  %’  ‘ Where  is  Cora  now  1’ 

‘ Down  with  such  justice.’  ‘Let  us  hang  him.’  ”) 

The  tumult  was  too  much  to  allow  his  Honor  to  proceed,  and  he  retired,  leaving  them  to 
vent  their  feelings  as  best  sttited  their  tastes. 

After  the  lapse  of  a half  hour  another  squad  of  citizen  soldiers  came  along  with  muskets, 
and  as  they  were  passing  through  the  crowd  some  one  threw  a piece  of  dh't  at  one  of  them, 
and  the  guard  upon  the  bluff  at  once  leveled  their  aims,  but  the  officers  promptly  checked 
them,  and  told  them  not  to  fire  without  the  proper  orders.  Recruits  kept  continuallj'  arriving 
and  stationing  themselves  all  about  the  building. 

While  the  excitement  and  wonderful  proceedings  were  going  on  at  the  jail,  other  portions  of 
the  city  were  equally  alive  with  a determination  to  do  something  to  avenge  the  blood  of  Mr. 
King,  and  various  rumors  were  afloat  of  the  assembling  of  the  Vigilance  Committee,  and  other 
secret  organizations.  The  original  spot  of  attraction,  the  corner  of  the  shooting,  was  continu- 
ally crowded  by  persons  who  seemed  over  anxious  about  the  safety  of  Mr.  King,  and  the  least 
hope  that  was  passed  out  of  the  office  where  he  was  lying,  seemed  to  be  seized  upon  by  his 
many  friends,  and  afforded  them  a momentary  relief.  But  the  lapse  of  another  moment  and 
their  anxiety  was  keener  than  before,  fearing  that  a change  in  his  condition  would  soon  be 

' The  wound,  as  before  stated,  is  in  the  left  breast.  The  ball,  it  seems,  did  not  enter  the 
chest,  but  passed  upwards  underneath  the  clavicle  and  out  at  the  back  portion  of  the  shoulder. 
In  its  jiassage,  it  cut  a large  artery  which  has  caused  very  profuse  bleeding,  and  which  is  the 
great  cause  of  danger. 

The  wife  of  Mr.  King  arrived  at  his  side  about  7 o’clock,  and  aided  in  alleviating  his  wants. 

From  7 until  8 o’clock,  Montgomery  street,  from  Clay  to  Washington,  was  the  most  crowded 
public  thoroughfare  we  have  ever  witnessed.  This  was  occasioned  by  addresses  in  favor  of 
taking  some  summary  steps  to  punish  the  assailant  of  Mr.  King,  and  that  too  before  morning. 
It  was  estimated  that  there  were  not  less  than  10,000  persons  within  the  space  above  named, 
and  at  the  utterance  of  sentiments  that  pleased  them,  a most  powerful  roar  of  shouts  and 
huzzas  was  given. 

The  military  and  other  officers,  besides  a large  volunteer  force,  kept  continually  gathering 
at  the  jail  until  10  o’clock,  when  about  300  men  were  in  attendance,  fully  anned. 

The  San  Francisco  Blues  were  the  first  company  on  the  ground,  as  a company,  but  several 
others  were  called  out,  and  we  noticed  Major  Rowell  in  uniform,  ready  to  bring  his  forces  to 
bear  upon  any  parties  who  should  attempt  to  enter  the  jail.  Several  officers  of  the  city  and  of 
the  Federal  Government,  and  other  influential  gentlemen,  were  in  conversation  at  the  Mayor’s 
Office  until  a late  hour,  and  all  agreed  that  the  most  advisable  step  was  to  send  up  sufficient 
military  force  to  clear  the  street  in  front  of  the  jail,  and  keep  it  so  during  the  night. 

The  streets  are  apparently  more  quiet,  and  a large  majority  of  the  excited  crowd  have  retired 
from  the  stirring  scenes  we  have  passed  through.  We  learn  that  the  Vigilance  Committee 
assembled  at  the  Pioneer  club  room,  and  afterwards  adjourned  to  the  store  of  Messrs.  G.  B. 
Post  & Co.,  where  the  incipient  steps  were  taken  to  re-organize  this  old  Committee.  But  little 
was  done  only  to  counsel  moderation  and  coolness,  hut  united  and  determined  action.  We 
are  also  informed  that  a committee  consisting  of  Messrs.  F.  Macondray,  J.  C.  Palmer  and 
John  Sime,  visited  the  jail  at  about  1 1 o’clock,  and  reported  to  the  people  that  there  need  be 
no  apprehension  about  the  safety  of  the  prisoner,  as  he  was  securely  locked  in  the  prison. 

At  half  past  eleven,  the  mounted  battalion,  under  the  command  of  Major  Rowell,  consisting 
of  the  California  Guards,  Lieut.  Curtiss  commanding;  First  Light  Dragoons,  Capt.  Reed,  and 
National  Lancers,  Capt.  Hayes,  were  drawn  upon  Kearny  street,  and  after  taking  ammunition, 
&c.,  proceeded  to  the  jail  to  stand  guard  througli  the  night.  There  seems  to  be  a determination 
on  the  part  of  the  authorities  to  keep  the  person  of  Mr.  Casey  at  all  hazards. 

In  its  regular  issue  on  Thursday,  May  1,  the  Pacific,  a weekly  religious  newspaper,  after 
giving  an  account  of  the  occirrrence,  closes  its  editorial  as  follows  : 

“ There  can  be  no  difference  of  opinion  concerning  Casey’s  guilt.  The  article  from  which 
we  have  quoted  above  was  not  the  only  difficulty  between  the  parties.  Casey  has  published 
in  his  paper,  articles  reflecting  both  upon  Mr.  King  and  the  brother  of  Mr.  K.  He  had  his 
own  journal  as  a means  of  defense  against  any  aspersions,  and  if  the  reflections  upon  his  char- 
acter were  not  true,  he  had  both  this  and  legal  redress.  It  does  not  appear  to  be  denied  that 
his  antecedents  are  bad,  and  of  these  a man  may  not  he  permitted  to  divest  himself,  when  he 
transfers  his  residence  and  seeks  to  mingle  in  the  public  affairs  of  a new  city.  If  Casey’s  ante- 
cedents were  not  as  represented,  he  could  have  caused  the  statement  to  recoil  upon  his  accuser. 
If  they  are  such  as  represented,  he  cannot  complain  of  their  exposure  when  ho  pushes  himself 
forward  into  positions  of  public  trust.  There  is  no  justification  for  his  deed  of  cold  blood. 

“ The  only  question  is,  what  is  the  duty  of  our  citizens  1 A meeting  of  the  Vigilance  Com- 
mittee has  been  summoned  to  be  held  at  9 o’clock  this  morning.  Shall  the  Committee  re- 
organize and  re-assert  justice  once  more  in  our  midst  1 If  the  people  have  reasonable  ground 
of  confidence  that  justice  can  now  be  secured,  not  only  in  this  case,  but  generally,  in  our 
courts,  the  duty  is  then  plain  to  leave  the  case  there.  To  leave  it.  The  mere  exhortation  to 
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secure  the  action  of  the  courts ; the  exhortation  to  the  courts  to  fidelity,  is  of  no  account  what- 
ever. But  if  there  is  no  chance  of  justice  thus — if  criminals  are  certain  to  go  free,  if  gamblers, 
and  prison  birds,  and  black-legs  yet  control  the  forms  of  law — if  while  James  King  lies  in  his 
gore,  James  Casey,  guarded  by  friends  in  prison,  can  mock  at  justice,  and  laugh  at  public 
indignation — then  let  the  strength  of  the  people  be  felt  once  more  inspiring  fear,  alike  among 
black-hearted  criminals  and  officials  equally  corrupt.  If  no  justice  be  meted  out  in  this  case, 
other  victims  will  yet  be  demanded.  The  life  of  no  man  is  safe  who  dares  utter  his  true  senti- 
ments. If  it  becomes  impossible  to  convict  a man  who  brutally  assaults  an  editor,  his  fit  asso- 
ciates standing  around  to  prevent  relief ; if,  at  Sacramento,  a Judge  of  the  Supreme  Bench 
will  turn  aside  from  his  office  to  attack  a citizen  for  exjjressing  an  opinion  upon  his  character ; 
if  the  murderer  of  Richardson,  purchasing  with  money  the  eloquence  and  influence  of  the  bar, 
can  set  justice  at  defiance  ; if  one  of  our  most  useful  citizens,  to  whose  fearlessness  and  truth- 
fulness tlie  community  is  largely  indebted,  can  be  shot  do\vn  in  open  day  by  one  who  has  also 
a public  journal  at  his  command  for  his  own  defense,  and  if  there  is  no  chance  of  convicting 
him— then  we  say  no  man’s  life  is  safe,  unless  all  connive  at  the  rule  of  gamblers  and  ruffians. 

It  is  a serious  thing  for  a people  to  take  the  execution  of  the  law  from  the  appointed  tribu- 
nals ; but  it  is  a thousand  times  more  serious  that  it  be  not  executed  at  all.  Better  a thousand 
times  this  way  than  not  at  all.  In  the  eye  of  the  law’,  without  possibility  of  counter  testimony, 
James  P.  Casey  is  a murderer.  He  ought  to  he  hung.  It  is  for  each  man’s  conscience  to  say, 
whether  he  believes  that,  left  to  our  courts,  Casey  will  be  hung.  Believe  it  who  will,  we  do 
not.” 

The  following  extract  is  also  made  from  an  article  in  the  Christian  Advocate,  in  relation  to 
the  recent  attempted  assassination  of  Mr.  King  : 

“ But  the  deed  is  done  ! In  open  day,  in  the  .centre  of  business  and  of  resort,  toiling  for 
the  exposure  of  fraud  and  vice,  and  for  the  vindication  and  establishment  of  virtue,  a citizen 
highly  and  widely  esteemed  and  honored — a brother  of  tnie  and  noble  soul — a husband, 
blessed  in  the  inheritance  of  hearts  at  home,  and  of  life  unstained — a father,  whose  babes  were 
the  pride  of  his  home,  and  the  inspiration  of  his  honest  and  earnest  endeavors — such  an  one, 
by  the  hand  of  a foul  assassin,  has  been  shot  down  among  us,  in  open  day ! 

“ His  blood  stains  our  streets  ! The  peace  of  om'  city  is  broken  ! The  only  sound  and  sup- 
porting moral  sentiment,  by  w’hich  life  here  is  made  tolerable,  has  been  outraged  ! Again  does 
it  appear  that  the  life  of  no  man,  w’ho  dares  utter  his  honest  convictions,  though  guarded  by 
law  and  covered  by  the  constitution,  is  safe  one  hour  among  us  ! Depravity,  bold,  reckless, 
murderous,  reigns' in  San  Francisco.  When  shall  the  end  come  1 When  will  the  love  of 
order,  and  the  regard  for  law’,  and  the  fear  of  God,  succeed  to  the  reign  of  pimps  and  courte- 
zans, and  rowdies,  and  their  apologists  ? There  are,  amid  the  confusion  and  dismay  of  this 
terrible  tragedy,  the  signs  preparative  of  hastening  retribution — the  elements  of  a speedy  and 
on-rushing  vengeance.  If  justice  be  not  taken  from  the  dust — if  the  blood  of  the  slain  and 
woes  of  the  w’idow  and  the  orphan  be  not  avenged, — then  look  for  the  ovei-flo^ving  scourge  by 
the  dispensation  of  God.  Providence  is  a farce,  and  justice  a lie,  or  the  doom  of  the  ungodly 
of  this  city — murderers  and  liars,  and  adulterers,  and  whoremongers,  and  all  who  defile  them- 
selves mtli  these,  and  turn  aside  the  course  of  justice  in  respect  of  them — is  at  hand.  To 
those  who  love  God  and  man,  we  say,  this  is  the  time  for  prayer. 

“ Let  the  watchers  round  the  altar  not  cease  to  cry,  ‘ How  long,  0 Lord  ! how  long  V ” 

The  State  Tribune,  of  Sacramento,  uses  the  following  language,  after  looking  calmly  at  the 
late  attempted  assassination  in  this  city : 

“ Up  to  the  present  period,  we  have  refrained  from  expressing  an  opinion  regarding  the  late 
attemjjt  to  assassinate  the  editor  of  the  Evening  Bulletin,  for  we  deshed  to  obtain  all  the  infor- 
mation that  could  be  had,  to  hear  both  sides,  that  we  might  not  do  injustice  to  either  party. 
We  have  carefullj’  read  all  the  accounts  of  the  affray  that  have  been  published,  and  we  cannot 
arrive  at  any  other  conclusion  tlian  that  the  attack  of  James  P.  Casey,  upon  the  editor  of  the 
Bulletin,  was  a wilful  and  deliberate  attempt  to  murder  that  man  for  performing  a duty  that, 
as  the  bold,  fearless  and  independent  conductor  of  a newspaper,  he  was  compelled  to. 

“ What  are  the  facts  in  the  case  1 Who  is  Casey  I Wliat  position  does  he  hold,  politically, 
in  society  'i  And  was  James  King  of  William  wrong  in  branding  him  as  a felon  I At  the 
time  that  J.  W.  Bagley  shot  at  Casey,  in  San  Francisco,  nearly  a year  ago,  for  getting  ahead 
of  him  in  a baUot-box  operation,  and  upon  the  trial  that  ensued,  Bagley  endeavored  to  ex- 
clude the  evidence  of  Casey,  upon  the  plea  that  he  was  a convict  from  Sing  Sing  Prison,  New 
York.  Under  the  solemn  sanction  of  an  oath,  Casey  stated  in  coiuT  that  some  years  ago, 
when  he  tvas  a j’oung  man,  getting  into  bad  company  with  females,  he  sold  personal  property 
belonging  to  a w’oman,  used  the  money,  was  convicted  of  grand  larceny,  sentenced  to  two 
years’  imprisonment  in  Sing  Sing,  and  after  serving  eighteen  months  of  the  time,  w’as  par- 
doned out,  and  thus  was  restored  to  the  rights  of  citizenship;  and  as  no  proof  could  at  that 
time  be  adduced  to  show  him  to  be  a felon,  his  testimony  was  taken.  James  King  of  William, 
believing  him  to  be  a convict,  sent  to  New  York  for  the  evidence  of  it,  and  in  the  Bulletin  of 
Thursday  appear  the  documents,  w'hich  it  seems  Mr.  King  has  had  in  keeping  for  some  time, 
waiting  for  a proper  period  to  make  the  expose.  * * * * * . 

“ Such  is  the  history  of  .James  P.  Casey,  the  attempted  assassin  of  the  editor  of  the  Bulletin, 
and  the  facts  being  before  the  people,  we  think  there  can  be  but  one  voice  in  the  matter,  and 
that  will  reverberate  from  one  portion  of  our  land  to  the  other,  and  re-echo  the  sentiment  that 
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Kinp;  was  right  in  exposing  such  a ruffian,  and  the  people  of  the  State  demand  that  Casey 
shall  be  punished  to  the  utmost  extremity  of  not  only  law,  but  justice. 

“ It  is  not  a matter  with  the  residents  of  San  Francisco  only,  but  every  man,  woman  and 
child  of  California  is  interested  in  the  case,  and  the  cry  has  gone  forth  for  justice,  and  protec- 
tion to  the  public  press.  Whatever  may  be  said  about  the  editor  of  the  Bulletin  in  his  course  , 
as  conductor  of  the  paper  he  has  had  charge  of  for  some  time  past,  it  has  nothing  to  do  with 
the  present  affair.  Casey  was  a public  officer,  knew  he  was  guilty  of  all,  and  more  than  he 
was  charged  with,  and  as  the  only  means  of  escaping  further  exposure,  and  silencing  the  pen 
of  the  honest  and  independent  writer,  he  coolly  and  deliberately  plans,  and  attempts  to  murder 
his  victim.  ********* 

“ Since  the  failure  to  convict  the  notorious  Cora,  what  well-disposed  citizen  has  confidence 
in  San  Francisco  justice  'f  And  is  it  strange  that  mobocracy  slmuld  be  popular '?  But  we  do 
not  believe  that  the  case  is  yet  hopeless,  and  we  sincerely  hope  that  the  Vigilance  Cbmmittee 
will  commit  no  act  that  hi  the  future  they  may  have  cause  to  regret ; but  let  them  give  the 
courts  one  more  opportunity  to  redeem  their  purity  and  honor,  and  sustain  the  proud  majesty 
of  the  law.  If  they  fail  again,  the  proper  course  to  pursue  will  no  longer  be  a matter  of  doubt.” 
The  Herald,  of  San  Francisco,  condemned  in  its  leader  of  Thursday,  the  action  of  the  Vigi- 
lance Committee,  and  spoke  of  the  outrage  in  the  following  terms  : 

“ An  intense  excitement  was  caused  in  this  city  last  evening  by  the  affray  between  Mr. 
James  P.  Casey  and  Mr.  James  King  of  Wm.  Motives  of  delicacy,  needless  to  explain,  force 
us  to  abstain  commenting  on  this  affair ; but  we  could  not  justify  ourselves  in  refraining  from 
the  most  earnest  condemnation  of  the  mob  spirit  manifested  last  evening.  The  Editor  of  this 
paper  sustained  the  Vigilance  Committee  in  times  past,  to  the  peril  of  his  life  and  fortunes  ; 
but  at  a time  when  justice  is  regularly  administered  .and  there  exists  no  necessity  for  such  an 
association,  he  cannot  help  condemning  any  organized  infraction  of  the  law. 

We  see  that  a number  of  highly  respectable  merchants  — some  of  them  our  warm  friends  — 
have  called  a meeting  of  the  old  Vigilance  Committee  for  nine  o’clock  this  morning.  We 
wish  to  be  understood  as  most  unqualifiedly  condemning  the  movement.  Much  as  we  admire 
the.  acts  of  the  Vigilance  Committee,  we  have  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  it  can  never  be  re- 
vived, except  under  the  most  extraordinary  circumstances,  and  we  declai-e  that  the  time  has 
not  yet  come.  We  refrain  from  expressing  any  opinion  as  to  the  affray  of  yesterday.  If  Mr. 
Casey  be  guilty,  let  him  be  punished.  If  he  be  innocent,  we  will  express  om-  opinion  to  that 
effect,  though  all  the  world  were  against  us.  But  let  him  have  a fair  trial.” 

The  above  extract,  so  opposed  to  the  feelings  of  our  citizens,  was  met  with  most  decided 
reprobation  by  the  merchants,  from  whom  the  Herald  derived  the  greater  portion  of  its  support, 
who  took  immediate  steps  to  show  their  disapprobation  by  withdrawing  a very  large  share  of 
their  patronage,  and  addressing  a card  to  the  Auctioneers,  whose  medium  for  advertising  the 
Herald  had  previously  been,  as  follows  : 

San  Francisco,  May  15,  1856. 

To  the  Auctioneers  of  the  Citi/  of  San  Francisco ; 

Gentlemen  : — As  the  undersigned.  Importers,  Commission  Merchants  and  Jobbers  in 
this  city,  will  not  be  subscribers  to  the  San  Francisco  Herald  after  this  date,  they  respectfully 
it  you  to  advertise  your  Sales  in  some  other  of  the  city  papers. 


Flint,’ Peabody  & Co.,' 
G.  B.  Post  & Co., 
llankin  & Co., 

J.  H.  Coghill  & Co., 

C.  A.  Gillingham  & Co. 
R.  E.  Brewster  & Co., 
Goodwin  & Co., 

Turner,  Selden  & Co., 
Bragg,  Rollinson  & Co., 
John  Saulnier  & Co., 

A.  L.  Edwards  & Co., 
Shaw  & Reed, 

So  strong  a feeling 


French,  Walrath  & Co. 

O.  R.  Wade, 

E.  S.  Gross, 

J.  D.  Hunt  & Co., 

D.  L.  Ross  & Co., 

Bond  & Hale, 

Earl  & Co., 

Castle  Brothers, 

Arrington  & Co., 

Sweetzer,  Hutchings  & Co. 

Moses  Ellis  & Co., 

G.  S.  Gladwin  & Co., 
excited  against  this  paper  by  its  course,  that  it 


R.  McKee  & Co., 

Harold,  Randell  & Co., 
Stanford  Brothers, 

Wm.  T.  Coleman  & Co., 
Stevens,  Baker  & Co., 

Geo.  Petersen  & Co., 

Gladwin,  Hugg  & Co., 
Bosworth,  Masten  & Co., 

A.  M.  Gilman  & Co., 

Wm.  Langerman  & Co., 

And  215  others. 

,s  compelled  to  re- 


duce its  size  one  half,  and  appeared  on  Friday  with  the  following  explanatory  article : 

“ It  appears  that  either  the  language  or  the  views  of  a paragraph  in  the  Topics  of  yesterday’s 
Herald  gave  offence  to  a number  of  persons  in  this  city,  who  immediately  signified  their  dis- 
pleasure by  withdrawing  their  advertisement  and  subscriptions.  This  is  not  all.  A number 
of  merchants,  whose  course  the  paper  has  offended,  by  thwarting  their  speculations  and  other- 
wise — called  upon  the  auctioneers  and  others  doing  business  with  the  Herald,  and  by  men- 
aces, forced  them  to  withdraw  their  advertisements.  This  is  not  all.  A number  of  valorous 
commercial  gentlemen  on  Front  street  gathered  together  a number  of  Heralds  of  yesterday 
morning,  and  making  a pile  of  them  in  the  street,  burned  them  amid  great  rejoicings.  This  is 
not  all.  Two  hundred  and  twelve  persons  yesterday  withdrew  their  subscriptions  from  the 
newspaper.  The  number  of  other  and  further  evidences  of  sovereign  displeasure  and  discontent 
on  the  part  of  the  disaffected,  we  have  not  space  to  narrate. 

“ We  wish  to  be  understood  that  we  have  no  objection  to  urge  to  all  this.  It  is  the  right  of 
all  those  who  advertise  in  the  Herald  to  withdraw  then-  advertisements  at  any  time,  and  they 
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are  perfectly  right  do  so  if  they  can  subser\'e  their  interests  better  by  advertising  in  any  other 
paper.  It  is  not  the  privilege  of  a newspaper  proprietor  to  find  fault  with  those  who  from  any 
cause  choose  to  terminate  their  business  connection  with  his  journal ; and  we  by  no  means 
claim  tlie  exercise  of  such  a privilege.  But  if  those  two  hundred  and  twelve  gentlemen  who 
withrew,  yesterday,  their  subscriptions  and  advertisements,  because  of  the  expression  of  an 
opinion  ditfering  from  their  own,  think  that  by  so  doing  they  can  control  us  in  the  free,  open 
and  unqualified  avowal  of  our  sentiments  on  any  subject,  we  beg  to  assure  them  they  are  most 
wofully  mistaken.  We  have  a great  reverenee  for  the  commercial  interest.  We  have  fostered 
the  commercial  interest.  We  have  done  good  to  the  commercial  interest.  We  have  derived 
benefit  from  the  commercial  interest.  It  is  a good,  sound,  lucrative  interest  — tlic  commercial 
interest ; — but  we  miLst  be  excused  if,  with  all  our  respect  for  the  commercial  interest,  we 
must  decline  to  say,  through  respect  for  the  senseless  prejudices  of  the  commercial  interest,  one 
word  that  we  do  not  fully  and  conscientiously  believe.” 

These  extracts  have  been  given,  to  show  the  deep  earnestness  of  feeling  that  immediately 
sprung  up,  and  to  illustrate  the  promptness  with  which  measures  were  taken  to  show  that  feel- 
ing to  the  community  at  large,  and  to  the  State. 


EVENTS  OF  THURSDAY,  MAY  IStli. 

The  excitement  of  yesterday  is  continued  to-day,  and  the  determination  to  avenge  the  wrongs 
inflicted  upon  this  city  by  the  perjjetration  of  this  outrage,  is  deeply  seated  in  tlie  bosoms  of 
our  best  citizens.  In  accordance  with  the  published  call  of  the  Vigilance  Committee,  its  mem- 
bers assembled  at  an  early  hour  this  morning,  at  105  1-2  Sacramento  street,  in  the  old  lodge 
rooms  of  the  American  party,  and  are  in  session  as  we  go  to  press.  Sacramento  street,  in  front 
of  the  rooms,  is  densely  crowded  by  persons  anxiously  awaiting  the  result  of  the  deliberations 
going  on  inside. 

The  old  original  Committee  first  held  a session,  and  after  some  preliminary  regulations,  the 
doors  were  thrown  open  to  new  initiates,  provided  they  came  well  endorsed  as  to  character,  by 
well  known  and  respectable  citizens.  Those  who  gained  admission  were  compelled  to  pass  a 
severe  ordeal  of  their  guards,  one  of  whom  was  stationed  at  the  foot  of  the  stairs,  another  at 
the  head  of  them  and  a third  at  the  entrance  of  the  Committee-room.  Tlie  greatest  precaution 
was  observed,  to  prevent  any  improper  person  gaining  admission. 

In  the  midst  of  the  excitement,  to  add  fuel  to  the  flame,  the  following  address  was  cireulated 
among  the  crowd  that  thronged  the  street  near  the  Vigilance  Committee-rooms,  and  placarded 
throughout  the  city : 

“Emergency  of  the  Moment!  — To  the  People! — Friends  and  Fellow  Citi- 
zens, Lend  me  Your  Ears  ! — The  time  was,  when  in  San  Francisco  many  among  us,  law 
abiding  men,  regretted  the  action  of  the  Vigilance  Committee,  and  were  willing  to  hope  that 
if  the  law  of  the  land  had  been  duly  supported,  the  guilty  would  have  met  with  their  deserts. 
Since  then,  better  experience  has  convinced  us  that  the  Law  is  here  a mockery  ; that  the 
weak,  the  poor,  the  stranger,  maj'  pay  his  misdeeds  by  the  forfeiture  of  his  liberty  or  his  life  ; 
but  the  rich  villain,  the  powerful  gambler,  supported  by  his  rich  confederates,  laughs  at  the 
impotence  of  the  law,  and  stalks  through  our  streets  with  bowie  knife  or  revolver,  to  work  out 
his  wicked  will,  conscious  of  ‘ a friend  at  court,’  who  will  screen  him  from  his  deserts. 

“ Patience  is  a virtue,  but  there  is  a point  beyond  which  it  degenerates  into  cowardice.  Obe- 
dience to  the  law  is  the  duty  of  every  citizen  ; but  when  the  law  is  effete,  or  its  protection 
becomes  tp-annical,  resistance  becomes  the  duty  of  freemen  ! 

“ Such  is  the  present  emergency  to  our  view.  The  Law  and  its  Courts  are  a farce  ; 
murder  stalks  amongst  us,  and  must  be  checked.  Then  up,  friends,  and  let  the  majority 
of  the  people  try  the  presumed  murderer,  and  then,  if  he  be  guilty,  execute  ! 

“ BRUTUS.” 

At  an  early  hour  this  morning  Mr.  King  was  removed  on  a litter  to  Montgomery  Block, 
where  he  is  receiving  the  best  medical  attention,  and  all  the  comfort  and  relief  that  a host  of 
kind  friends  can  aflTord. 

Both  battallions  of  the  military  have  declined  to  act  any  further  as  a guard  to  the  jail,  and 
have  disbanded  and  resumed  the  citizen’s  dress.  The  first  response  of  the  military  when  called 
upon  by  the  Mayor,  was  but  feeble,  and  only  a few  of  each  company  came  out,  and  those  who 
did  so  were  very  reluctant  in  coming  fom'ard,  and  probably  feeling  that  they  were  acting  con- 
trary to  the  wishes  of  nine-tenths  of  their  fellow  citizens,  they  very  cheerfully  rethed  from  the 
field  of  action,  and  will  not  again  bear  arms  in  this  affair,  even  at  the  official  request  of  the 
authorities. 

As  an  illustration  of  the  feeling  existing  among  all  classes,  the  following  anecdote  is  narrated. 

Mrs.  Hutchinson,  the  keeper  of  a boarding  house  on  Kearny  street,  near  the  jail,  was 
applied  to  on  Wednesday  night  by  some  of  the  officers,  who  requested  her  to  allow  them  the 
use  of  a portion  of  her  house,  in  which  to  station  some  of  the  soldiers  who  were  guarding  the 
jail.  The  lady  replied  that  “none  of  her  premises  could  be  used  for  that  purpose,  but  the 
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whole  of  it  was  at  the  disposition  of  those  who  desired  to  reseue  the  person  of  Casey.”  It  is 
needless  to  say  that  the  offieers  looked  for  other  quarters. 

Several  telgraphie  dispatches  were  received  from  various  interior  to-wns  yesterday,  inquiring 
whether  or  not  any  assistance  was  needed  from  above.  From  all  that  we  can  learn,  it  appears 
that  the  same  feeling  that  prevails  here,  extends  throughout  the  State.  Our  friends  rnay  rest 
a.ssured  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  any  such  assistance,  as  the  people  of  San  Francisco  are 
alive  to  the  importance  of  the  present  crisis,  and  possess  the  nerve  to  act  in  this  emergency. 
Several  persons  came  down  on  the  boats  last  night,  drawn  hither  by  the  present  condition  of 
affairs.  From  telegraphic  dispatches  from  Sacramento  published  elsewhere,  it  will  be  seen  that 
a mass  meeting  was  held  at  that  place,  in  front  of  the  Orleans  Hotel,  and  great  enthusiasm 
prevailed. 

At  the  approach  of  evening  the  excitement  increased  rather  than  otherwise,  and  the  principal 
cause  appeared  to  be,  that  an  attack  was  anticipated  upon  the  jail  by  the  Vigilance  Committee. 
A very  large  crowd  of  persons  assembled  in  front  of  the  jail,  and  remained  about  there  during 
the  entire  evening,  evidently  waiting  for  something  to  turn  up.  The  Vigilance  Committee  met 
in  the  evening  in  Tum-Verein  Hall,  Bush  street,  where  there  was  a great  rush  of  those  who 
sympathise  with  this  movement.  Several  groups  were  seen  about  Montgomery  street,  which 
were  swayed  about,  attracted  by  circumstances  that  were  occurring  at  different  points. 

Among  those  who  volunteered  or  were  selected  to  guard  the  jail  and  prisoner,  was  the  well 
known  and  somewhat  conspicuous  Bill  Lewis,  who  was  stationed  upon  the  top  of  the  building 
during  the  day  yesterday. 

At  12  o’clock,  Wednesday  night,  about  100  men  went  down  to  Pacific  wharf,  and  went 
aboard  of  the  doliah  and  &ea  Bird,  and  took  off'  a cannon  from  each  vessel,  to  be  used  in 
defending  the  jail. 

In  view  of  the  determination  of  the  people  to  take  some  decided  action,  which  was  manifest 
yesterday,  and  fearing  that  an  attempt  might  be  made  to  rescue  the  prisoner.  Mayor  Van  Ness 
applied  to  the  commander  of  a Revenue  Cutter  in  the  harbor,  to  receive  Casey  on  board  for 
greater  protection,  but  the  request  was  denied,  as  the  officers  did  not  fancy  the  character  of  the 
guest  sought  to  be  thrust  upon  them. 


EVENTS  OF  FRIDAY,  MAY  10th. 

The  Vigilance  Committee  rooms  were  opened  at  an  early  horn'  this  morning,  and  the  appli- 
cants for  membership  are  more  numerous  than  yesterday.  The  same  firm  determination  and 
unaltered  resolve  to  eradicate  the  existing  evils  among  us  pervades  the  whole  community,  and 
all  classes  of  persons  are  laying  aside  their  business  avocations  and  uniting  with  the  movement 
to  crush  out  the  monster  that  has  so  long  been  eating  out  the  vitals  of  the  best  interests  of 
San  Francisco.  Sacramento  street  presents  the  same  animated  appearance  as  yesterday,  and 
the  facilities  for  initiation  are  not  sufficient  to  admit  applicants  half  as  fast  as  they  appear.  As 
we  write,  a long  line  of  persons  is  formed  in  the  street  waiting  their  turn  to  enrol  themselves 
with  the  men  who  have  taken  upon  themselves  the  work  of  reformation  in  this  community. 
We  are  glad  to  see  that  this  movement  meets  with  the  approval  of  our  very  best  citizens,  and 
that  it  is  so  unanimous.  There  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  good  will  be  effected. 

The  gathering  about  the  rooms  increases,  and  people  are  very  impatient  in  awaiting  their 
turn  to  connect  themselves  with  the  Committee.  Every  hour  serves  to  add  strength  to  the 
movement,  and  enhance  the  determination  to  carry  out  the  good  work  undertaken.  There  is 
little  else  being  done  in  the  matter  except  at  the  Committee  rooms.  Mr.  King  is  said  to  be  a 
little  better  this  morning,  and  has  passed  a comfortable  night.  Each  announcement  of  any 
improvement  is  received  with  great  manifestations  of  delight. 

We  arc  told  that  telegraphic  dispatches  have  been  received,  that  a large  and  enthusiastic 
meeting  is  being  held  at  Sacramento  to-day,  and  that  the  excitement  is  even  greater  than  here. 
The  sympathies  of  the  people  throughout  the  interior  are  decidedly  with  the  good  citizens  of 
San  Francisco.  They  may  rest  assured  that  their  good  wishes  and  congratulations  are  duly 
appreciated  here,  and  we  also  say  to  them  that  San  Francisco  has  undertaken  a purification 
which  will  result  in  good  to  the  whole  State. 

Our  French  citizens  held  a meeting  yesterday,  and  passed  resolutions  to  aid  the  people  in 
this  movement.  They  have  notified  the  Vigilance  Committee  that  they  will  hold  themselves 
in  readiness  to  act  in  concert  with  whatever  may  be  determined  upon  by  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. The  military  having  declined  to  respond  to  the  call  of  the  authorities  to  protect  the 
Jail,  a large  number  of  guns  have  been  taken  to  the  Jail  by  the  Sheriff,  and  he  is  compelled  to 
rely  upon  his  deputies  and  such  volunteers  as  feel  disposed  to  aid  in  the  defence  of  the  prisoner. 
There  is  no  excitement  about  the  Jail,  but  a constant  watch  is  kept  up  by  a deputation  of  the 
Vigilance  Committee,  to  see  that  Casey  is  not  removed  from  the  prison  in  disguise.  There 
never  was  manifest  such  a deep  and  abiding  conviction  in  the  public  mind  to  redress  its  wrongs 
than  is  exliibited  at  this  moment  in  San  Francisco.  We  are  a law-abiding  and  tolerant  people, 
but  when  all  law  and  justice  is  outraged,  as  it  has  been,  it  is  very  proper  for  the  people  to  re- 
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dress  the  evils  that  exist  among  us.  There  will  be  nothing  done  in  haste  or  unadvisedly,  and 
whatever  is  undertaken  will  be  consummated. 

The  wound  of  Mr.  King  has  been  subjected  to  an  examination,  and  it  is  rqiorted  that  his 
situation  is  really  critical.  At  this  announcement,  which  was  posted  upon  the  Bulletin  boards, 
the  most  intense  anxiety  existed,  and  the  avenue  leading  to  the  room  of  the  wounded  man  was 
thronged  by  persons  desirous  to  learn  his  real  situation. 


EVENTS  OF  SATURDAY,  MAY  17tli. 


There  was  evidently  much  apprehension  felt  on  the  part  of  the  ofHcers  yesterday,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  very  general  manifestation  exhibited  on  the  part  of  the  people,  and  inasmuch  as 
the  Military  Companies  had  signified  an  intention  to  decline  any  further  assistance  to  guard 
and  protect  the  jail,  the  officers  of  the  law  were  apparently  a little  uneasy.  About  two  o’clock 
the  various  deputies  of  Sheriff  Scannell  were  observed  to  be  very  active  in  serving  the  following 
official  document  upon  as  many  citizens  as  they  could  get  to  read  it,  or  listen  to  its  reading : 
“State  OF  California,  I 

“ County  of  San  Francisco.  j 

“ To , a male  inhabitant  of  said  County  and  above  fifteen  years  of  age  : 

“ Whereas,  I have  good  reason  to  believe  that  a serious  Breach  of  the  Peace  and  liiot  are 
to  be  apprehended,  and  that  an  organized  attempt  will  be  made  violently  to  wrest  from  my 
custody  a prisoner  committed  to  my  charge  for  safe  keeping  : 

“ Now,  therefore,  by  virtue  of  the  authority  in  me  ve.sted,  and  in  the  discharge  of  my  duty 
as  Sheriff  of  the  County  of  San  Francisco,  you  are  hereby  commanded  to  be  and  appear  at 
half  past  three  o’clock,  P.  M.,  this  sixteenth  day  of  May,  A.  I),  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fifty-six,  at  the  Fourth  District  Court  Room,  in  the  City  Hall,  in  the  City  of  San  Fran- 
cisco, to  aid  me  in  the  execution  of  my  official  duties  in  the  premises. 

“ Dated,  San  Francisco,  May  16,  A.  D.  1856. 


“David  Scannell, 

“ Sheriff  of  the  County  of  San  Francisco.’’ 


At  the  appointed  hour  the  Jourth  District  Court  Room  was  toler.ably  well  filled  by  persons 
who  responded  to  this  summons,  and  several  who  were  attracted  thither  by  mere  curiosity. 
The  meeting  was  called  to  order,  and  about  one  hundred  names  were  called  over  by  Deputy 
Harrison  of  persons  who  had  been  summoned,  about  half  of  whom  answered ; among  whom 
we  noticed,  were  a large  ma.jority  of  attorneys-at-law.  After  the  enrolling  of  this  list  as  aids  to 
the  Sheriff,  this  officer  inquired  whether  there  were  any  present  who  had  been  summoned,  and 
whose  names  had  not  been  called. 

Robert  Heath,  Esq.,  of  Messrs.  Greene,  Heath  & Allen,  replied  that  he  had  been  summoned, 
but  he  refused  most  positively  to  serve,  and  he  wanted  it  distinctly  understood.  He  was  not  a 
member  of  any  Vigilance  Committee,  neither  was  he  going  to  act  against  them.  The  Sheriff 
then  called  tor  volunteers  among  those  present,  when  Mr.  John  A.  Lent  said  that  he  had  noth- 
ing in  particular  to  do  and  he  might  perhaps  be  of  some  service,  and  he  asked  to  be  enrolled. 

Mr.  H.  C.  Logan  said  he  would  take  one  chance  in  the  operation,  and  requested  that  his 
name  be  taken  doivn. 

Alderman  Hopkins  said  that  he  supposed  his  age  would  legally  exempt  him  from  this  ser- 
vice, but  through  all  his  life  he  never  had  flinched  to  perform  his  duty  to  his  country  and  fellow 
citizens,  and  he  was  too  old  now  to  decline ; and  he  also  wished  to  be  regarded  as  enlisted  in 
the  force,  for  the  protection  of  the  law. 

Messrs.  Lucien  Hermann,  A.  C.  Peachy,  A.  Glassell,  and  B.  W.  Leigh,  also  offered  their 
names  to  the  Sheriff.  Among  those  who  were  summoned  and  declined  to  serve,  were  the 
names  of  Messrs.  F.  M.  Pixley,  G.  Frank  Smith,  Frederick  Billings,  W.  A.  Piper,  and  Alfred 
Rix,  the  latter  assigning  as  a reason  that  he  was  afraid  to. 

Mr.  Pixley  got  the  floor,  and  said  that  he  observed  there  were  forty-seven  of  the  legal  frater- 
nity present — a profession  of  which  he  claimed  to  be  an  humble  member ; and  as  an  expression 
of  their  sentiment,  he  desired  to  offer  a resolution,  and  was  about  to  read,  when  the  Sheriff 
infonned  him  that  it  was  no  time  or  place  to  offer  any  resolutions.  He  had  called  the  citizens 
together  as  Sheriff  of  the  County,  to  aid  him  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty,  and  he  intended  to 
do  his  duty  faithfully,  to  the  best  of  his  ability ; and  further,  that  he  intended  to  keep  the 
prisoner,  at  all  hazards.  He  believed  they  were  all  law-abiding  citizens,  and  if  the  prisoner 
was  guilty,  they  would  gladly  see  him  punished.  Hall  McAllister  was  opposed  to  the  intro- 
duction of  any  resolutions.  They  had  come  there,  at  the  call  of  the  Sheriff,  to  defend  and 
support  the  laws  of  the  country.  The  proposition  had  no  business  here ; they  were  here  for 
action,  and  not  for  the  discussion  or  passage  of  any  sickly  resolutions.  Several  persons  called 
for  the  reading  of  the  resolution,  and  by  common  consent  Mr.  Pixley  read  as  follows  ; 

“ Resolved,  That  as  members  of  the  legal  fraternity  of  this  city,  we  have  heard  with  regret 
of  the  injury  inflicted  upon  hH.  James  King  by  one  Casey,  and  that  we  deprecate  the  present 
excitement,  and  the  causes  which  have  produced  it : and  that  in  the  event  of  the  death  of  Mr. 
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King,  we  are  in  favor  of  the  immediate  presentment  of  Casey,  by  the  present  Grand  Jury,  and 
of  his  immediate  trial  by  a court  of  competent  jurisdiction,  and  if  found  guilty,  a speedy  exe- 
cution of  the  sentence.” 

A member  rose  and  said  that  he  thought  the  resolution  unnecessary,  as  the  Grand  Jury,  of 
which  he  was  a member,  had  visited  the  jail  to-day,  and  found  Casey  secm-ely  confined  ; and 
they  had  determined  to  assemble  the  moment  they  heard  of  the  death  of  Mr.  King,  if  such  an 
event  should  occur,  and  present  him  for  the  crime  charged ; and  Mr.  Byrne  had  agreed  to  lay 
aside  all  other  business  and  try  the  case,  without  any  delay. 

Mr.  Austin  E.  Smith  said  he  observed  the  reporters  of  the  press  present,  and  he  hoped  the 
resolution  would  pass  and  be  published,  and  he  thought  it  would  have  a tendency  to  quiet  the 
present  excitement,  in  connection  with  the  statement  of  the  Grand  Juror.  He  could  see  no 
objection  to  the  resolution,  but  on  the  contrary  he  believed  it  would  do  good. 

The  question  was  finally  put  upon  the  resolution,  by  Col.  Baker,  and  it  was  adopted,  about 
a dozen  persons  voting  in  the  negative. 

After  the  proceedings  above  related,  the  Sheriff  issued  a verbal  order  to  all  who  were 
detailed,  commanding  them  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  obey  his  instructions,  as  special 
officers,  and  ordered  them  to  repair  immediately  to  the  jail,  upon  duty. 

About  one  half  of  the  number  walked  up  to  the  jail,  and  went  inside  to  receive  further 
instructions  as  to  their  duties,  and  examine  the  means  of  defence  which  had  been  prepared. 
Altogether  there  are  about  one  hundi-ed  men  in  and  about  the  building,  who  are  tolerably  well 
supplied  with  arms  and  ammunition,  as  most  of  the  accoutrements  of  the  infantry  companies 
have  been  deposited  in  the  jail,  for  the  use  of  the  officers. 

The  prisoner  is  closely  confined  in  a cell,  and  not  allowed  revolvers  and  Sharp’s  rifles  to 
defend  himself,  as  when  he  was  removed  to  the  jail,  as  one  of  the  Grand  Jmy  reports,  who 
saw  him  yesterday ; and  who  also  says  that  Casey  is  very  much  alanned  at  the  outside  pres- 
sure, and  begins  to  feel  quite  inseem'e,  even  with  all  the  display  for  his  protection. 

A requisition  was  made  upon  Sacramento,  on  Thursday,  by  officers  commanding  the  volun- 
teer militia  in  San  Francisco,  for  ammunition,  to  be  used  in  case  of  need,  to  prevent  any  out- 
break agains  the  public  peace  in  the  city.  The  requisition  was  responded  to  by  the  boat,  and 
a quantity  of  ammunition  supplied,  by  Quarter-Master  General  Kibbe. 

Capt.  William  T.  Sherman  has  been  appointed  Brigadier  General  of  this  Division,  in  place 
of  W.  R.  Gorham,  and  is  now  in  command  of  all  the  military  forces  of  this  place. 

The  support  rendered  the  Sheriff  by  the  military  companies  is  very  meagre.  The  City 
Guards  have  disbanded  and  surrendered  their  arms  to  the  State,  in  consequence  of  the  conduct 
of  the  Sheriff  and  some  of  the  superior  officers,  in  withholding  some  of  their  arms,  which  were 
left  at  the  jail  after  they  were  called  out,  on  Wednesday  night,  and  removing  others  from  their 
Armory,  without  their  consent.  Twenty-three  of  the  members  came  out  at  the  request  of  the 
Sheriff,  by  order  of  Colonel  West,  and  four  of  them  having  occasion  to  get  relief  from  duty, 
their  arms  wore  taken  into  the  custody  of  the  Sheriff,  and  afterwards  twenty-six  more  were 
taken  away  from  the  Armory  by  some  not  very  respectable  persons,  to  which  the  Company 
remonstrated,  and  which,  together  with  the  fact  of  their  unwillingness  to  act  against  nine- 
tenths  of  their  fellow  citizens,  has  led  to  their  disbandment.  The  will  immediately  organize  a 
new  company,  under  the  name  of  the  “ Independent  City  Guards,”  separate  and  distinct  from 
other  companies,  and  will  ask  the  citizens  to  buy  them  a stand  of  fifty  ams  ; and  will  hold 
themselves  in  readiness  to  respond  to  any  call  made  upon  them  by  the  people. 

All  the  help  the  Sheriff  now  has  are  a few  members  of  two  or  three  of  the  infantry  compa- 
nies. The  Mounted  Battalion  have  all  declined  to  act.  The  California  Guards  are  keeping  a 
vigilant  guard  upon  their  munitions  of  war,  and  a general  disposition  to  avoid  action  in  this 
matter  is  evident  in  all  the  companies.  Our  military  companies  understand  that  they  are 
organized  for  the  protection  of  the  lives  and  interests  of  the  people,  and  it  would  be  difficult 
to  get  them  to  fire  at  good  and  respectable  citizens. 

Mayor  Van  Ness  telegraphed  to  Governor  Johnson,  yesterday,  to  come  down  and  afford 
what  official  power  he  possessed,  to  quell  the  existing  excitement ; and  in  compliance  with 
this  request.  His  Excellency  arrived  by  the  boat  last  evening. 

There  were  large  delegations  that  came  down  from  Sacramento,  Marysville,  Nevada,  Pla- 
cerville,  Folsom,  and  other  places,  in  consequence  of  the  present  state  of  affairs,  and  their 
desire  to  see  San  Francisco  regenerated. 

This  morning,  at  one  o’clock.  Governor  Johnson  was  holding  a conference  with  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  of  Vigilance,  in  relation  to  the  events  that  are  now  occurring  in  our  midst. 

The  conference  between  Gov.  Johnson  and  the  Vigilance  Executive  Committee,  to  which 
we  referred  at  one  o’clock  last  night,  and  to  which  Ex-Mayor  Garrison  was  admitted,  resulted 
in  a joint  application  of  the  confen-ing  parties  to  the  Sheriff,  for  admission  to  the  Jail.  The 
request  was  granted  without  hesitation,  and  a committee  of  ten  men  were  stationed  there, 
who  are  relieved  every  few  hours,  and  who  will  see  that  the  prisoners  are  safely  confined  in 
the  prison. 
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SE]\TIME]\TS  OF  THE  PEOPLE  L\  THE  LVTEmOR. 

The  feeling  of  indignation  excited  in  San  Francisco  by  the  attempted  assassination  of  James 
King  of  William,  met  with  a ready  response  in  all  the  cities  and  large  towns  in  the  interior  of 
the  State.  We  give  below  accounts  of  meetings  held  and  resolutions  passed,  in  some  of  the 
larger  cities  : 

Mass  Meeting  in  Sacramento. — A large  Mass  Meeting  was  held  in  Sacramento  on 
Thursday  evening,  before  the  Orleans  Hotel,  to  expre.ss  the  feelings  of  the  people  in  regard  to 
the  shooting  of  Mr.  IHng  by  James  P.  Casey.  G.  W.  Bowie  presided,  and  J.  W.  Winans 
made  a speech. 

The  following  resolutions  were  passed  : 

“ Resolved,  That  in  James  King  of  William,  editor  of  the  Bulletin,  we  recognize  the  faithful 
and  honest  exponent  of  a correct  public  sentiment — the  friend  of  the  orphan,  the  poor  and  the 
sick — the  bold  and  manly  advocate  of  the  people’s  rights  ; who  has  ferreted  out  and  exposed 
corruption  wherever  it  existed,  ivith  an  impartial  pen,  without  regard  to  persons,  positions  or 
stations ; the  man  of  heart,  who  has  taken  a deep  interest  in  the  Common  Schools  and  the 
education  of  our  children— “who  has  evinced  an  untiring  devotion  to  all  the  concerns  of  the 
public  which  have  a tendency  to  advance  their  welfare  ; the  fearless  and  independent  and  able 
editor — unbiased,  unbought,  unterrified — whose  death  would  be  an  irreparable  public  calamity, 
for  we  know  not  where  to  find  one  to  fill  his  place.  May  God  preserve  his  life. 

“ Resolved,  That  we  consider  California  as  containing  a population  not  surpassed  by  any 
country  in  the  world,  in  intelligence,  energy  and  moral  character,  and  that  there  is  a solid 
foundation  for  the  prospects  of  the  giant  of  the  Pacific. 

“ Resolved,  That  while  we  acknowledge  the  truth  of  the  foregoing  resolution,  we  are  com- 
pelled to  admit  tliat  we  are  cursed  with  the  presence  of  a few  desperadoes,  the  refuse  of  all 
parts  of  the  world,  who  obtrude  themselves  on  society,  and  in  many  instances  set  themselves 
up  as  leaders  of  the  various  political  parties,  and  by  coirupt  practices  succeed  in  obtaining 
offices  and  promotion. 

“Resolved,  That  in  the  Bulletin  newspaper  we  recognized  a fearless  advocate  of  the  people’s 
rights,  and  an  uncompromising  opponent  of  the  con-uption  run  mad  which  has  obtained  to  so 
fearful  an  extent  in  our  young  State. 

“Resolved,  That  the  fact  that  James  P.  Casey,  of  State  prison  memory  in  New  York,  con- 
ducts, and  is  supported  in  conducting  a newspaper  in  this  State  is  a living  libel  upon  the 
people  thereof,  and  every  good  citizen  feels  humiliated  at  the  toleration  of  such  a paper  as  the 
Sumai/  Times  in  our  midst. 

“ Resolved,  Tliat  James  King  of  William,  in  exposing  such  men  and  holding  them  up  to  the 
public  view  in  their  true  colors,  has  done  and  is  now  doing  more  to  enable  the  State  to  get 
rid  of  thieves,  scoundrels  and  ballot-box  stuffers,  than  any  other  person  in  the  State. 

“ Resolved,  That  we  recognize  the  right  of  a public  journalist  to  state  any  fact  tending  to 
show  the  moral  character  of  any  man  in  any  public  position,  and  we  will  sustain  the  Bidktin 
in  its  course,  if  need  be,  to  the  extent  of  driving  from  the  country  such  desperadoes  and  escaped 
convicts  as  cannot  bear  the  truth. 

“ Resolved,  That  in  the  late  attack  of  James  P.  Casey  on  Mr.  King,  we  consider  the  former 
as  the  representative  of  a class,  and  while  he  is  backed  by  those  who  seek  darknes^,  because 
their  deeds  are  evil,  and  who  prey  on  the  community  by  notorious  tricks  and  frauds,  the  latter 
will  be  supported  by  all  well  wishers  of  community  who  seek  light  rather  than  darkness,  and 
who  do  not  fear  the  truth. 

“ Resolved,  That  the  sympathy  of  this  community  be  tendered  to  James  King  of  William, 
in  his  affliction,  assuring  him  that  while  last  night  we  mourned  his  loss  as  a public  calamity, 
we  now  hail  with  pleasure  the  further  news  of  his  convalescence  and  probable  recovery  as  a 
public  blessing. 

“ The  meeting  then  adj'ourned,  although  the  crowd  remained  some  time,  and  various  calls  for 
speakers  were  made.” 

Feeling  in  Marysville. — The  people  of  Marysville  held  a Mass  Meeting  on  Friday 
night  last,  in  front  of  the  Western  Hotel,  to  express  their  opinions  on  the  tragedy  of  Wednes- 
day last,  in  this  city.  The  public  notice  calling  the  meeting  was  signed  by  the  following 
parties  : 

Samuel  L.  Dewey,  A.  T.  Farrish,  0.  H.  Weed,  W.  N.  Hawley,  D.  A.  Elwell,  D.  Curtis, 
H.  C.  Lennox,  W.  Sparrow,  S.  Sparrow,  C.  H.  Tombs,  T.  E.  Wortman,  Eichard  George,  T. 
P.  Otis,  J.  A.  Burlingame,  M.  Brovhill,  J.  F.  Harrtvell,  W.  H.  Hartwell,  H.  W.  Haskell,  and 
' many  others. 

About  two  thousand  persons  assembled.  L.  W.  Kansom  was  called  to  the  chair,  and  Dr. 
John  T.  McLean  appointed  Secretary  of  the  meeting.  After  the  Chairman  had  stated  the 
object  of  the  meeting,  the  Eev.  M.  C.  Briggs,  (we  take  the  report  from  the  Marysville  Herald) 
was  called  to  the  stand,  and  in  a speech  replete  with  sound  logic,  eloquent  enthusiasm,  and 
fervid  zeal,  discussed  the  real  question  at  issue,  which  was  not  whether  Casey  ought  to  be 
executed  for  the  murderous  attack,  but  whether,  taking  him  as  an  exponent  of  a class,  the 
people  were  willing  to  sustain  the  rule  of  ruffianism  which  has  so  long  run  riot  throughout  the 
State,  or  whether  they  desire  to  maintain  free  discussion  and  a free  press. 
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“ It  was  not  that  Casey,  as  a man,  had  assassinated  Mr.  King,  as  a man,  that  this  great  ex- 
citement has  been  stirred  up  in  the  breasts  of  the  people,  but  because  the  exponent  of  a class 
of  rutfiiins  had  shot  down  in  cold  blood  the  representative  of  a class  who  were  in  favor  of  hon- 
esty in  social  and  political  life.  This  was  the  main  idea  of  Mr.  Bt’iggs’  speech,  which  he 
enforced  witli  great  clearness  and  power.  We  regret  that  want  of  space  prevents  us  from  giving, 
the  gentleman’s  speech  in  full.  It  was  listened  to  with  breathless  attention  by  a concourse 
numbering  at  least  2,000,  and  the  gentleman  left  the  stand  amid  the  most  entlmsiastic  plaudits 
of  his  audience. 

“ Dr.  McLean  then  offered  the  following  resolutions,  which  were  adopted  with  great  una- 

“ Resolved,  That  as  residents  of  the  city  of  Marysville,  we,  in  common  with  the  citizens  of 
the  whole  State  of  California,  are  interested  in  the  preservation  of  public  order  throughout  the 
State,  in  the  maintenance  of  the  supremacy  of  all  our  laws  in  the  punishment  of  those  who  are 
guilty  of  crime. 

“ Resolved,  That  the  late  attempted  assassination  of  James  King  of  Wm.,  a useful,  a respect- 
able and  a peaceable  citizen  of  San  Francisco,  by  James  P.  Casey,  who  is  a graduated  convict 
of  the  Sing  Sing  State  Prison,  and  a notorious  ruffian  and  a l>allot-box  stuffer,  is  an  offense 
against  the  peace,  the  good  order  and  the  general  weal  of  the  State,  so  enormous  in  its  charac- 
ter as  to  demand  an  expression  of  condemnation  from  every  honest  and  good  citizen  of  the 
State. 

“ Resolved,  That  we  recognize  in  James  King  of  Wm.,  as  editor  of  the  Bulletin,  the  sincere 
and  earnest  friend  of  the  poor,  the  feeble  and  the  sick — the  bold  and  fearless  exposer  of  vice, 
crime  and  con-uption  ; the  independent  and  uncompromising  opponent  of  official  villians  and 
swindlers,  and  the  best  and  most  faithful  exponent  our  State  has  afforded  of  that  correct  public 
sentiment  which  everywhere  prevails  among  the  masses  of  our  citizens. 

“ Resolved,  That  wo  regard  this  public,  assassination  of  Mr.  King  for  the  proper,  honest  and 
fearless  exi)ression  of  his  sentiments  through  his  journal,  as  a blow  aimed  at  the  freedom  of 
the  press  ; and  that  it  becomes  all  good  citizens  to  uphold  by  their  countenance  and  support 
such  of  our  public  journalists  as  faithfully  and  fearlessly  expose  the  corruption  in  high  and  low 
places  which  has  so  fearfully  obtained  in  our  State. 

“ Resolved,  'riuit  in  this  public-  assassinator,  James  P.  Casey,  we  see  a man  without  character 
or  principle,  the  representative  of  a class  like  himself,  and  the  agent  of  that  class,  as  we  ffrmly 
believe,  in  tlic  attempt  to  take  the  life  of  the  man  King,  who  was  a ten'or  to  evil-doers  as  he 
was  the  praise  of  those  who  do  well. 

“ Resdved,  That  we  recognize  the  right  of  a public  journalist  to  state  any  feet  tending  to 
show  the  moral  character  of  anv  man  in  any  [cublic  position,  and  we  will  sustain  the  Bulletin 
in  its  course,  if  needs  be,  to  tiie  extent  of  driving  from  the  country  such  desperadoes  and 
escaped  convicts  as  cannot  bear  the  truth. 

“ Resolved,  That  the  sympathies  of  the  citizens  of  Marysville  be  tendered  to  Mr.  King  and 
his  ufHieted  family  in  this  hour  of  their  sore  trial,  and  that  our  earnest  hope  and  prayer  is  that 
the  intentions  of  the  assassinator  and  his  abettors  may  not  be  realized  by  the  cieath  of  their 
intended  victim. 

“ Resolved,  That  as  citizens  of  Marysville,  we  send  greeting  to  the  citizens  of  San  Francisco, 
and  offer  them  this  our  assurance,  that  while  we  are  loth  to  encourage  any  action  which  may 
tend  to  the  overthrow  of  the  majesty  of  the  law,  yet  where  the  law  has  to  all  appearances  lost 
its  majesty,  there  is  need  for  action,  prompt,  decided  and  fearful,  so  that  crime  may  certainly 
meet  its  reward,  and  the  good  name  of  our  State  be  properly  vindicated.” 

Expre.ssion  of  this  Punnic  Feeling  at  Stockton. — Stockton,  like  Sacramento  and 
Marysville,  has  spoken  on  the  topic  of  the  day.  We  take  the  following  report  of  a great  public 
meeting,  at  Stockton,  last  Monday  evening,  from  the  Argus  of  that  city  : 

“ The  City  Hall  of  Stockton  was  densely  crowded  on  Monday  evening,  in  response  to  the 
call  for  a meeting  of  the  citizens,  for  an  expression  of  sentiment  upon  tlie  late  attempted  assas- 
sination of  James  King  of  Wm.  The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  Dr.  S.  M.  McLean.  B. 
Walker  Bours  was  unanimously  elected  President,  J.  M.  Buffington,  Vice  President,  and 
Enoch  Gove,  Secretary.  On  motion,  a committee  of  thirteen  was  appointed  to  draft  resolutions 
expressive  of  the  sense  of  the  meeting,  composed  of  the  following  : 

“ Messrs  Philip  Groves,  H.  B.  Underhill,  Wm.  Lanins,  G.  A.  Shurtleff,  T.  K.  Bours,  Rev. 
0.  Fisher,  E.  Hestress,  R.  K.  Eastman,  Geo.  White,  H.  Hickman,  V.  M.  Pevton,  J.  M.  Sco- 
field, and  John  Nash. 

“ Pending  the  abseni^e  of  the  Committee  on  Resolutions,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Fisher  responded  to 
the  unanimous  call  of  the  meeting,  in  an  address  that  elicited  the  frequent  applause  of  the 
audience,  after  wliich  the  following  telegraphic  dispatch  from  San  Francisco  was  read  : 

“ ‘ Mr.  King  is  better.  The  action  of  the  Vigilance  Committee  is  unknown.’ 

“ The  Committee  on  Resolutions  having  returned,  reported  the  following  series  of  Resolu- 
tions, which  were  read  by  the  Secretary,  after  a few  introductory  remai-ks,  were  adopted  with 
but  one  dissenting  voice. 

“Whereas:  Our  whole  community  has  been  deeply  pained  by  the  intelligence  of  the 

wanton  assassination  in  San  Francisco,  of  one  who  has  been  the  people’s  favorite  : That  the 
deed  was  done  in  violation  of  the  great  principle  of  freedom  of  opinion,  and  freedom  of  the  press 
in  examining  the  the  qualifications  of  men  filling,  or  seeking  to  fill  places  of  public  trust,  and 
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“Whereas,  The  public  good  requires  that  the  outrage  should  be  universally  denounced 
frome  one  end  of  our  land  to  the  other,  and  the  noble  character  and  bearing  of  the  victimized 
man  sustained ; ♦ 

Therefore,  be  it  Resolved,  That  we  recognize  in  Mr.  James  King  of  Win.  the  unflinching 
advocate  of  law  and  order,  the  friend  of  honesty,  purity  and  morality ; the  uncompromising 
enemy  of  corruption  in  high  places,  and  the  fearless  exposer  of  the  intrigues  of  dishonest  bank- 
ers, office  holders  and  politicians. 

“ Resolved,  That  in  the  manner  in  which  Mr.  King  has  conducted  the  ‘Evening  Bulletin,’  hold- 
ing up  to  public  detestation  the  influential  scoundrels  of  our  State,  who  have  £0  long  trammeled 
our  political  parties,  and  crippled  our  commercial  interests,  and  thus  enabling  the  people  to  see 
the  source  of  the  evils  under  which  they  groan,  he  has  conferred  incalculable  benefits  upon  our 
State,  and  deserves  the  loud  and  lasting  thanks  of  the  whole  community. 

“Resolved,  That  the  shooting  of  James  King  of  Wm.  by  James  P.  Casey,  was  one  of  the 
most  unpardonable  outrages  committed  in  the  annals  of  crime  ; the  work  of  an  unprincipled 
assassin,  who  is  unworthy  longer  to  pollute  the  face  of  the  earth. 

“ Resolved,  That  it  is  the  inherent  right  and  legitimate  duty  of  the  Press  to  expose  the  crim- 
inal conduct  and  infamous  character  of  men  who  with  obnoxious  antecedents  set  themselves  up 
to  control  public  sentiment,  or  to  impose  themselves  upon  the  suffrages  of  the  people  ; and  that 
James  King  of  Wm.,  in  adopting  this  policy,  although  exposing  liis  o\vn  life,  has  not  over- 
stepped the  bounds  of  right  and  reason,  but  has  set  an  example  worthy  of  imitation,  to  the 
universal  Press  of  the  country  : tliat  in  the  case  of  his  death  he  will  have  become  a martyr  to 
a holy  principle — one  involving  the  best  interests  of  the  great  people. 

“ Resolved,  That  the  formation  of  the  Vigilance  Committee  in  San  Francisco,  in  accordance 
with  the  fundamental  principle  of  Government,  as  set  forth  in  the  ratification  of  the  Federal 
Constitution  by  the  State  of  New  York,  to  wit : ‘ That  all  power  is  originally  vested  in  and 
consequently  derived  from  the  people,  and  that  government  is  instituted  by  them  for  their  com- 
mon interest,  protection  and  security.  That  the  powers  of  government  may  be  reassumed  by 
tlie  people  whenever  it  is  necessarj"  to  their  happiness  and  that  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting 
the  time  for  the  reassumption  of  those  powers  by  the  people  of  this  State  has  fully  come. 

“Resolved,  That  the  condemnation  and  execution  of  Casey  and  Cora  would  be  in  accord- 
ance with  the  voice  of  the  great  sovereign  people,  the  highest  tribunal  in  the  land — a fitting 
rebuke  to  our  impotent  courts  of  justice  so  called,  and  a terrible  warning  to  men  of  violence 
and  bloodshed  in  our  land. 

“ Resolved,  That  the  citizens  of  Stockton  are  ready  to  second  the  efforts  of  the  citizens  'of 
San  Francisco,  in  their  work  of  purification,  and  to  re-organize  the  Vigilance  Committee  of 
this  place,  as  soon  as  the  good  of  the  people  requires  it, 

“ Resolved,  That  the  peopling  of  our  State  is  materially  retarded  by  the  prevalence  abroad 
of  an  opinion  that  California  is  controlled  by  unprincipled  men ; that  law  is  used  to  shield 
the  criminal  from  justice ; that  gambling  is  countenanced  as  a legitimate  pursuit,  and  that 
immoralities  of  all  kinds  go  unrebuked  ; and  that,  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  our  future 
welfare — almost  our  very  existence,  as  a State — requires  that  the  most  vigorous  efforts  should 
foe  used  to  correct  such  impressions,  by  removing  the  evils  from  which  they  spring. 

“ Resolved,  That  the  above  resolutions  be  published  in  the  papers  of  this  city,  and  that  a 
copy  be  sent  to  the  Vigilance  Committee  of  San  Francisco,  and  the  Evening  Bulletin. 

“ Messrs.  McMullen,  Amyx,  Groves,  and  Booker,  followed  in  a few  remarks ; and  the 
meeting  was  adjourned.” 

Gov.  Johnson  having  arrived  on  Friday  night  from  Sacramento,  found,  on  consultation  with 
his  friends,  that  under  the  present  state  of  feeling  it  would  be  unwise  and  foolish  to  call  out  the 
forces  to  counteract  the  influence  and  determination  which  prevailed,  and  in  company  with 
some  influential  citizens  and  inferior  officers,  he  called  upon  the  Executive  of  the  Committee 
of  Vigilance,  and  desired  to  be  informed  of  the  wishes  of  those  who  claimed  to  control  or  lead 
the  movement.  After  a conference  of  several  hours  it  was  agreed  that  ettbrts  should  be  made 
to  allow  the  Committee  to  place  a guard  within  the  jail,  of  equal  force  and  number  with  that 
of  the  Sheriff’s  posse.  In  accordance  with  this  agreement,  the  parties  called  at  the  jail  at  two 
o’clock  yesterday  morning,  and  laid  the  matter  before  Sheriff  Scannell,  who  after  consulting 
with  Ms  friends,  consented  to  the  arrangement,  provided  the  Committee  would  obligate  them- 
selves not  to  take  advantage  of  this  permission  to  wrest  from  him  the  prisoner.  To  this  propo- 
sition the  Committee  jdehled,  adding,  that  in  ease  they  should  resolve  on  such  a course,  they 
would  withdraw  the  guard,  and  restore  matters  as  they  found  them.  Since  that  hour,  up  to  the 
present  moment,  a guard  of  ten  gentlemen  have  been  in  constant  attendance  at  the  prison,  and 
are  relieved  every  three  or  four  hours,  by  others  delegated  by  the  Vigilance  Committee. 

The  general  head  quarters  of  the  Committee  in  Sacramento  street,  was  the  principal  spot  of 
attraction  through  the  day,  where  members  were  being  added  to  the  already  extended  list.  In- 
itiations were  made  up  to  about  two  o’clock,  when  they  were  suspendeded  for  the  transaction  of 
business.  Rooms  are  being  taken  in  various  portions  of  the  city ; the  Committee,  which  is  be- 
coming so  very  large,  is  subdividing  for  greater  effect  and  convenience.  Truly  a most  wonder- 
ful work  is  going  on,  and  such  an  one  as  probably  the  world  never  furnished  a parallel. 

From  what  we  can  see  going  on  about  the  streets,  the  Committee  are  not  without  arms,  and 
preparing  themselves  for  any  emergency  that  may  arise.  Several  dray  loads  of  them  were 
£cen  mys^eyiqusly  ipoving  about  yesterday  and  from  the  direction  of  their  destination,  we  infer 
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that  they  are  not  in  the  hands  of  the  authorities.  Every  gunsmith  shop  in  town  is  completely 
thronged  by  applicants  for  small  arms  as  well  as  muskets,  and  they  are  unable  to  supply  all  the 
demands  for  prepared  ammunition.  There  were  mostremarkable  warlike  preparations  going  on 
from  morning  till  night. 

To  judge  from  what  we  can  observe  by  street  movements,  the  Committee  have  five  times  the 
amount  of  arms  and  implements  of  defence,  that  the  autliorities  possess  ; and  as  to  numerical 
strength,  of  course  there  is  no  comparison  ; so  that  if  a war  to  the  knife  should  unfortunately 
be  nccessai-y,  the  result  can  be  foreseen.  But  such  an  event  the  Committee  do  not  desire,  and 
will  use  all  their  endeavors  to  avoid  ; but  if  we  may  judge  their  intentions  by  the  men  who  are 
at  the  helm,  and  their  past  conduct,  even  such  a resort  will  not  be  spared  if  actually  necessary 
to  effect  the  object  sought  to  be  attained. 

The  “Independent  City  Guards,”  comprising  the  members  of  the  “Old  City  Guards,”  who 
disbanded  on  Eriday  night,  held  another  meeting  last  evening,  to  take  some  steps  towards  their 
re-organization.  Thev  had  information  that  the  Governer  would  interpose  some  objections  to 
then-  disbandment,  and  they  also  expected  to  meet  him  at  their  meeting  last  night,  but  he  was 
elsewhere  engaged.  The  Company,  however,  are  firm  in  their  determination  to  pursue  the 
course  adopted  on  Friday  evening,  and  have  already  taken  measures  to  supply  themselves  with 
arms  and  acoutrements  independent  of  the  State.  A subscription  has  been  circulated  amongst 
till'  merchants  and  others,  anti  about  $1,.500  has  been  secured  for  the  pitrpose.  The  gentlemen 
comprising  this  Company,  arc  among  the  best  citizens  of  San  Francisco,  and  we  hope  to  see 
them  succeed  in  affecting  another  organization. 


IIESCITE  OF  CASEY  AAD  CORA,  WITHOUT  RESISTANCE. 

JUSTICE  DE.MANDED  BY  THE  PEOPLE “ PEACABLY  IP  THEY  CAN,  FORCIBLY  IP  THEY  MUST.” 

We  are  called  upon  to-day  (Monday,  May  19,)  to  chronicle  events  and  occun'cnces  of  no 
ordinary  character.  Our  pen  falters  when  we  consider  the  momentous  occasion  which  we  are 
compelled  to  lay  before  the  world.  Wo  have  witnessed  a day  such  as  was  never  before  beheld 
in  our  country,  and  while  we  lament  the  necessities  that  have  forced  upon  us  a demonstration 
like  that  of  yesterday,  we  are  most  liappy  to  record  the  fact  that  notbing  occuired  through  all 
the  preliminaries  of  this  movement  and  the  consummation  of  the  project,  which  those  under- 
taking it  will  ever  have  cause  to  point  to  with  the  least  regret. 

This  action  was  undertaken  by  the  people  in  their  sovei-eign  capacity,  as  an  imperative  duty 
to  themselves,  the  community  and  the  country ; and  they  entered  upon  its  performance  after 
coollly  calculating  all  the  responsibilities  which  rested  upon  them. 

The  formidable  array  of  strength  and  arms  they  were  compelled  to  make,  was  forced  upon 
them  by  the  sworn  officers,  of  the  law,  who  of  course  jaelded  into  perfect  submission  when 
their  determination  was  fully  manifested.  This  compliance,  however,  to  the  united  voice  of 
the  people,  came  too  late  to  evince  a willingness  of  the  officers  to  see  the  results  that  have  been 
secured. 

'I'he  work  of  Sunday  was  accomplished  so  quietly,  and  yet  so  effectually,  that  it  may  he  re- 
garded as  a model  military  operation.  Throughout  the  entire  day,  the  most  perfect  decorum 
was  manifested  by  the  troops  and  thousands  of  spectators,  and  the  discipline  maintained  in  the 
]’anks  would  have  done  credit  to  a regular  army.  There  was  no  outbreak  — no  rowdyish  con- 
duct— no  interference  with  the  companies,  and  no  indication  of  a mob  or  riot.  There  was  no 
ringing  of  bells  or  other  public  calls  for  the  assembling  of  the  forces,  but  all  was  accomplished 
by  the  same  quiet  manceuvering  that  has  characterized  the  undertaking  from  the.  beginning. 

The  Committee  number  twenty-six  hundred  men,  who  were  selected  from  the  reliable  in  the 
city,  all  of  whom  were  vouched  for  by  some  well-known  citizen,  to  the  original  Vigilance  Com- 
mittee. Upon  initiation  they  were  organized  into  companies  of  one  hundred  men  each,  and  of 
course  there  were  twenty-six  companies.  Each  company  elected  its  captain  and  four  lieuten- 
ants, and  each  had  a regular  drill  room,  where  they  were  made  familiar  with  the  use  of  the 
arms  and  military  movements,  by  almost  constant  drill,  night  and  day.  They  had  a stand  of 
two  tliousand  muskets,  besides  a large  number  of  rifles,  fowling-pieces,  and  other  arms  belong- 
ing to  private  citizens,  as  well  as  an  innumerable  number  of  knives  and  revolvers,  and  one 
field  piece  belonging  to  the  California  Guai'ds. 

The  intention  of  the  Committee  was  not  known  beyond  the  circle  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, which  is  the  controlling  power  of  the  whole  operation,  and  whose  orders  are  imperative. 
The  entire  force  is  subject  to  be  called  into  immediate  action.  At  an  early  hour,  orders  were 
given  to  the  different  commanders  to  appear  with  their  companies  at  the  general  head-quarters 
of  the  Committee,  at  No.  41  Sacramento  street,  ready  for  duty,  at  nine  o’clock. 

By  twelve  o’clock,  all  the  companies  had  assembled  as  directed,  and  were  placed  in  charge 
of  field  officers  who  had  been  chosen,  and  all  subject  to  the  direction  of  Chief  Marshal  Charles 
Doane.  During  the  gathering  of  the  forces,  a very  large  number  of  spectators  assembled  in 
tlie  vicinity  of  the  rooms,  and  the  greatest  anxiety  was  felt  to  know  what  was  to  be  done.  A 
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thousand  inquiries  were  made,  but  none  could  give  an  answer,  either  in  or  out  of  the  ranks ; 
but  the  process  of  organization  rapidly  went  forward.  In  the  mean  time,  a detachment  was 
sent  to  the  store  of  Messrs.  Macondray  & Co.,  to  take  possession  of  the  field-piece  of  the  First 
California  Guard,  and  prepare  it  for  use.  This  was  soon  accomplished,  and  they  stood  guard 
over  the  piece,  to  await  further  orders.  Although  nothing  definite  was  known,  even  among 
the  soldiers,  of  what  was  about  to  be  undertaken,  j’-et  it  was  well  understood  that  the  object 
was  to  gain  possession  of  the  person  of  Casey,  and  perhaps  others. 

At  twelve  o’clock,  the  several  companies  were  marshalled  into  the  street,  and  formed  into  a 
solid  body,  heading  up  Sacramento  street,  with  the  “citizens’  guard,”  consisting  of  sixty 
picked  men,  to  act  as  an  escort.  This  company  was  commanded  bv  Captain  James  N.  Olney, 
assisted  by  Lieutenants  John  S.  Ellis,  George ‘F.  Watson,  H.  H.  Thrall,  and  Asa  L.  Loring. 
This  company  were  every  inch  soldiers,  and  were  well  qualified  for  the  position  assigned  them. 
The  next  company  in  the  line  was  No.  11,  and  commanded  by  Captain  Donnelly,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Frank  Eastman.  The  third  was  a company  of  French  citizens,  under  command  of 
Captain  Eichard,  many  of  whom  gave  evidence  of  an  acquaintance  with  the  scenes  of  the 
battle-field.  They  were  followed  by  a German  company,  and  all  other  companies,  which 
we  cannot  designate,  or  give  the  names  of  their  commanders,  followed  in  this  vast  throng.  It 
was  a strange  sight : men  of  all  classes,  ages  and  nations ; men  of  wealth  and  of  poverty ; 
the  man  of  business,  the  clerk,  the  porter — the  father  and  son,  the  Christian  and  patriot,  the 
man  of  God  with  a prayerful  heart, — ^were  enrolled  in  this  volunteer  company  of  citizen  sol- 
diers, and  bent  on  the  accomplishment  of  a certain  object. 

As  the  troops,  with  glistening  bayonets,  marched  lip  Sacramento  street,  the  immense  body 
of  spectators,  who  were  attracted  to  the  spot  by  the  movements  of  the  Committee,  pressed 
along  through  the  crowded  street  with  the  armed  force ; and  the  whole  living  throng  moved 
forward,  with  scarcely  an  audible  voice,  save  that  of  the  officers  in  command.  A solemnity 
and  stillness  pervaded  the  whole  party,  that  at  once  was  significant  of  the  might  and  power  in 
those  brave  hearts  and  willing  hands.  Through  all  the  streets  where  they  passed,  the  doors 
and  windows  of  the  buildings  were  filled  with  persons  whose  curiosity  was  excited  by  the  novel 
scene.  As  the  throng  moved  forward,  its  numbers  were  augmented ; and  persons  were  seen 
hurrying,  from  all  directions,  towards  the  jail.  The  main  body  of  the  army  passed  up  Sacra- 
mento street  to  Montgomery,  along  Montgomery  to  Pacific,  from  thence  up  to  Keani}^  along 
Kearny  to  Broadway,  to  the  jail  grounds.  Several  of  the  companies  were  instraeted  to  ap- 
proach the  spot  in  different  directions,  and  simultaneously  the  bayonets  were  seen  coming  from 
Stockton,  Dupont,  and  Kearny  streets  ; and  the  whole  campaign  was  so  well  planned  that  not 
a mistake  was  committed. 

The  whole  neighborhood  about  the  block  embracing  the  Jail  was  completely  appropriated  by 
spectators,  long  before  the  arrival  of  troops,  but  at  their  approach  room  was  made  for  them, 
and  the  armed  force  at  once  went  to  work  and  cleared  away  the  lookers  on  and  drew  up  the 
different  companies,  so  that  they  commanded  the  entire  square  bounded  by  Broadway,  Vallejo, 
Kearny  and  Dupont  streets,  most  of  the  force  being  stationed  upon  Broadway  in  front  of  the 
Jail,  and  extending  from  Kearny  nearly  to  Stockton  street.  After  considerable  countermarch- 
ing, which  seemed  necessary  to  get  all  the  companies  in  a desirable  position  to  defend  or  attack 
the  building,  all  the  houses  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  street  from  the  Jail  were  searched,  in 
order  to  ascertain  whether  or  not  there  was  any  reason  to  anticipate  an  attack  in  the  rear. 

After  the  proper  disposition  of  the  infantry,  the  artillery  came  up  Kearny  street  and  planted 
their  cannon  in  the  centre  of  the  street  in  front  of  the  Jail,  and  aiming  its  muzzle  directly  at 
the  front  door  of  the  prison,  deliberately  loaded  it  with  powder  and  ball. 

According  to  the  stipulations,  jtreviously  entered  into,  the  Vigilance  Committee  had  with- 
drawn its  guard  from  within  the  Jail  before  bringing  its  forces  there,  so  that  the  Sheriff  had 
the  entire  control  of  the  prison.  But  it  was  soon  observed  that  he  had  determined  to  make 
no  resistance  to  the  wishes  of  such  an  array  as  he  saw  before  him.  There  were  three  or  four 
Police  officers  and  one  or  two  Deputy  sheriffs  on  top  of  the  Jail,  without  arms,  who  appeared 
only  as  spectators  to  the  great  scene  before  them,  and  in  the  Jail  were  Sheriff  Scannel,  Deputy 
Harrison  and  one  or  two  other  under  Sheriffs,  together  with  Marshal  North  and  one  or  two 
I’olicemen,  all  of  whom  were  watching  with  considerable  interest  the  movements  outside,  and 
Muth  no  disposition  to  thwart  the  will  of  the  applicants  for  the  prisoner.  Their  countenances 
wore  a serious  aspect,  which  plainly  evinced  that  they  felt  that  the  people  who  clothed  them 
with  authority,  were  about  to  dictate  terms  which  they  could  not  resist.  They  felt  deeply 
on  the  occasion,  and  well  they  might,  for  it  was  a most  solemn  and  eventful  moment. 

As  the  army  approached  the  Jail,  the  Sheriff  went  to  the  cell  of  Casey  and  said  “James, 
there  are  two  thousand  armed  men  coming  for  you,  and  I have  not  thirty  men  about  the  Jail.” 
Casey  replied,  “is  that  all?  Then  do  not  peril  your  life  and  that  of  the  officers  in  defending 
me.  I will  go  with  them.” 

2 he  Executive  Committee  were  formed  into  a solid  square  of  about  ten  deep,  directly  in 
front  of  the  Jail,  and  the  “ Citizen’s  Guard”  formed  a hollow  square  about  them,  and  all  ap- 
peared ready  for  action.  A deputation  of  the  Committe,  were  delegated  to  call  at  the  door 
and  request  the  Sheriff  to  place  them  in  possession  of  the  prisoner,  Casey.  On  arriving  at 
the  door,  three  raps  were  made,  upon  which  Sheriff  Scannel  from  the  inside  opened  the  wicket, 
and  Mr.  Myers  F.  Truett,  on  behalf  of  the  Committe,  informed  the  officers  of  their  errand, 
and  wished  the  prisoner  hand-cuffed  and  delivered  to  them  at  the  Jail  door.  Wthout  any 
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hesitation  the  Sheriff  repaired  to  the  cell  of  the  prisoner  and  infonned  him  that  the  Vigilance 
Committee  were  waiting  at  the  door  and  demanded  his  person,  and  that  he  was  compelled  to 
yield  him  up,  and  that  they  wished  him  to  he  hand-cuffed.  Casey  peremptorily  refused  to 
allow  them  to  hand-cuff  him.  This  was  reported  to  the  Committee  and  the  Sheriff  was 
requested  to  again  endeavor  to  persuade  him  to  yield  peaceably  to  their  demands. 

Deputy  Harrison  then  made  an  effort  to  induce  him  to  consent  to  be  ironed,  but  he  still 
flourished  a kniff;  which  he  drew  from  his  bosom,  and  declared  that  he  would  plunge  it  to  his 
heart  sooner  than  be  taken.  This  knife  was  secreted  within  his  underclothes,  and  had  probably 
been  passed  in  to  him,  as  he  had  been  thoroughly  searched  by  the  Sheriff  when  he  was  locked  up. 

Another  consultation  was  held  with  the  Committee,  in  which  the  Sheriff  gave  them  the  priv- 
ilege of  coming  in  and  securing  him  themselves,  but  this  they  declined  to  do,  and  in  the  mean 
time,  Casey  said  to  Marshal  North,  that  if  two  respectable  citizens  would  assure  him  that  he 
should  lia  ve  a fair  trial  and  not  be  dragged  through  the  streets,  he  would  go  with  them.  Messrs. 
'Pruett,  Coleman,  'Phompson  and  Farwell,  on  behalf  of  the  sub-committee,  then  went  into  the 
prison  and  held  a conversation  through  the  wicket  of  the  cell  with  Casey,  in  which  they  assured 
him  that  he  should  be  taken  through  the  streets  in  a closed  carriage,  and  every  opportunity 
should  be  afforded  him  to  have  a fair  trial. 

An  arrangement  having  been  effected  as  above,  the  Committee  retired  without  the  outer  door, 
and  Mr.  North,  after  placing  the  irons  upon  him,  led  him  to  the  front  door  and  delivered  him 
into  the  hands  of  the  Committee,  who  were  attended  by  an  armed  escort,  by  whom  he  was 
conducted  to  the  coach,  ami  at  his  request  Mr.  North  took  a seat  by  his  side,  and  Messrs.  W.  T. 
(lolomau  and  Myers  'rruett  were  also  in  the  same  carriage. 

Another  conference  was  held  with  the  Sheriff'  at  the  door,  after  Casey  was  seated  in  the  car- 
riage, in  which  it  was  said  a demand  was  made  for  the  person  of  Gluts.  Cora,  the  murderer  of 
General  Richardson.  If  such  a request  was  made  it  was  declined,  and  time  was  asked  to 
consider  it.  'The  Committee  gave  him  one  hour  to  come  to  a conclusion,  and  at  the  same  time 
warned  him  that  no  person  must  be  allowed  to  pass  either  way,  except  the  Sheriff'  or  his 
deputies. 

As  the  guard  came  down  the  steps  from  the  Jail  wdth  Casey,  a burst  of  applause  arose  invol- 
untarily from  many  of  the  vast  assemblage,  and  by  a wave  of  the  uplifted  hands  of  the 
Committee,  who  were  standing  on  the  bluff  in  front  of  the  Jail,  silence  was  instantaneously 
restored,  notwithstanding  many  who  joined  in  the  applause  were  two  or  three  blocks  away,  and 
far  beyond  the  reach  of  the  human  voice,  showing  the  complete  control  had  over  this  vast  body 
of  men,  by  their  leaders — the  Executive  Committee. 

Soon  as  preparations  were  made  to  move  towards  the  Committee  rooms,  the  large  body  of 
sjieetators  sought  the  nearest  route  to  the  place  through  all  the  streets  and  alleys  that  led  in 
tliat  direction.  About  one  half  of  the  armed  force  were  left  to  guard  the  Jail,  and  the  rest 
served  as  a guard  and  escort  to  the  prisoner.  The  same  streets  were  traversed  returning  from, 
as  when  going  to  the  prison,  and  all  along  the  line  of  march  the  streets  were  densly  packed 
with  living  beings,  whose  curiosity  prompted  them  to  get  the  nearest  possible  location  to  the 
carriage  enclosing  the  doomed  man.  Yet  with  all  this  rush  and  interest  there  was  not  the  least 
disposition  to  make  a disturbance,  neither  was  there  a drunken  man  to  be  seen. 

It  was  a noticeable  fact  that  this  movement  commanded  the  respect  of  the  citizens  and  offieer.s 
for  the  dignity  and  decorum  observed,  and  the  singleness  of  purpose  that  marked  the  conduct 
of  every  man  engaged  in  the  undertaking.  The  procession  was  as  solemn  as  a funeral  cortege, 
and  when  it  passed  through  Montgomery  street  there  were  very  many  who  uncovered  their 
heads,  out  of  respect  to  the  men  that  filled  the  ranks. 

'I'he  Committee  reached  the  rooms  in  Sacramento  street  at  abont  2 o’clock,  and  Casey  was 
conducted  to  the  upper  room  and  placed  under  a strong  guard.  The  gathering  about  the 
building  was  immense  at  this  time.  Every  street  leading  to  that  locality  presented  a most 
animated  appearance,  and  it  was  almost  impossible  to  move  about  except  by  the  pressure  of 
the  crowd. 

In  accordance  with  their  determination  and  notification  to  the  Sheriff,  th.at  they  would  re- 
turn for  tlie  person  of  Cora  in  an  hour,  the  Committee  proceeded  back  to  the  Jail,  and  renewed 
their  demand  for  the  prisoner.  The  Sheriff  still  declined  to  deliver  the  prisoner  up,  and  asked 
for  thirty  minutes  longer,  which  was  granted  him,  and  then  he  still  declined,  saying  that  as 
they  had  the  power,  they  could  take  the  whole  Jail  if  they  wished.  They  informed  liim  that  they 
regarded  him  as  Sheriff,  and  would  hold  him  responsible  for  the  safe-keeping  of  the  rest  of  the 
prisoners.  They  only  asked  for  the  person  of  Charles  Cora,  and  they  must  have  it.  Their 
recpiest.s  were  finally  complied  with,  and  he  was  delivered  up,  and  was  removed  to  the  rooms 
in  the  same  manner,  and  with  quite  as  large  a crowd  as  attended  Casey. 

The  work  of  the  day  being  accomplished,  in  the  recovery  of  the  prisoners  and  their  safe 
lodgment  at  the  Committee  Rooms,  the  various  companies  or  divisions,  except  those  on 
guard,  were  as  quietly  dispersed  ns  they  were  organized.  Each  company  marched  out  sepa- 
rately, and  afterwards  went  down  to  the  end  of  the  different  wharves  and  discharged  their 
arms,  to  prevent  accidents,  and  to  have  them  fresh  loaded  when  they  shall  be  wanted  again. 
It  was  a little  amusing  to  see  these  men,  many  of  whom  possessed  no  knowledge  of  the  use  of 
arms,  except  what  they  had  gained  during  this  drill,  respond  so  promptly  and  correctly  to  the 
orders  of  the  officers.  They  went  through  the  firing  exercise  well,  and  discharged  into  the 
water. 
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In  this  movement  of  the  people,  they  have  the  cordial  support  and  “ God  speed”  of  the 
clergy  of  San  Francisco. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Cutler,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bricrly,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Lacy  preached  on  Sunday, 
May  18th,  in  their  respective  places  of  worship,  upon  the  subject  of  the  present  excitemeiit, 
and,  as  we  understand,  took  the  ground  that  the  people  liave  the  right — which  right  may  be- 
come a duty — to  assume,  under  certain  contingencies,  the  administration  of  law,  and  to  sus- 
pend, for  the  time  being,  the  legal  powers  of  their  own  ordaining. 


EVEI^'TS  «F  MO:\'I)AY,  MAY  19. 

There  never  was  a more  perfect  or  complete  revolution  in  a government,  or  the  af- 
fairs of  a community,  than  has  been  exhibited  in  this  city  the  past  week.  The  demon- 
stration of  Sunday  was  the  climax  or  tmning  point,  and  its  effect  is  clearly  seen,  on  every 
hand,  in  our  midst.  Among  our  citizens  confidence  is  restored  in  the  virtue,  intelligence  and 
ability  of  our  people  to  govern  themselves,  and  those  who  lived  in  fear  of  some  outrage  upon 
their  lives  or  property,  feel  a security  greater  than  they  have  experienced  for  a long  time. 

The  civil  officers  are  dumbfounded,  and  they  look  on  the  scene  in  wonder  and  astonish- 
ment, that  the  power  and  authority  which  was  vested  in  them,  has  been  so  sudden  wrested  from 
them,  by  the  same  hand  that  conferted  it.  They  find  themselves  shorn  of  strength  in  a single 
day,  and  they  are  left  powerless,  and  are  only  officers  in  name.  The  people  are  tired  of  wait- 
ing the  slow  process  of  modern  or  California  law,  as  administered  and  perverted  by  a thousand 
technicalities,  and  have  now  said  in  their  strength  that  justice  .shall  be  done.  The  various 
Courts  were  deserted  ye.sterday,  and  there  seemed  no  disposition  to  invoke  the  aid  of  the  au- 
thorities in  their  civil  or  criminal  affairs. 

The  public  eye  was  directed  to  the  movements  in  Sacramento  street,  the  head-quarters  of  the 
Vigilance  Committee.  In  addition  to  the  large  guard  stationed  there  to  )jrotect  the  Imilding 
and  prisoners,  thousands  were  assembled  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Committee  Rooms,  in  anticipa- 
tion of  some  public  demonstration,  but  the  day  passed  off’  without  the  occurrence  of  anything 
unusual  more  than  the  steady,  quiet,  but  effectual  workings  of  the  Committee,  whose  plans  and 
operations  appear  to  be  perfectly  secret  to  all,  until  the  object  undertaken  is  accomplished, 
when  the  means  used  are  commended  in  the  highest  degree. 

The  prisoner,  Casey,  is  a remarkable  man  in  his  way,  and  possessed  of  courage  and  bravery 
almost  unequalled,  lie  is  said  to  be  strictly  honorable  among  his  clan,  but  revengeful  to  hi's 
enemies.  He  has  accumulated  a fortune  here  of  some  thirty  thousand  dollars,  yet  never  was 
known  to  do  an  honest  day’s  work  in  the  country.  8oon  after  he  was  released  from  the  prison 
in  New  York,  he  came  to  California,  and  was  at  once  elected  Inspector  of  Elections  in  the 
Sixth  Ward,  where  he  presided  and  held  sway  till  last  fall.  He  has  probably  done  more  stuff- 
ing and  ticket  shifting  than  any  man  in  the  world.  He  has  elected  officer  after  officer,  and 
shared  with  them  the  spoils,  and  it  is  altogether  likely  that  he  elected  a Governor  of  our  State 
at  one  time,  as  some  large  stuffing  was  done  here  that  year,  and  he  would  be  the  man  to  do  it. 
The  majority  was  very  small,  and  was  claimed  to  have  been  stolen  in  this  county.  He  has 
made  this  inspection  business  a means  of  livelihood,  and  has  held  the  city  and  county  offices 
in  his  gift,  to  be  sold  out  to  the  highest  bidder,  or  awarded  to  those  who  would  divide  with  him 
the  largest  proportion  of  the  emoluments,  or  the  best  appointment  under  the  man  he  should 
elect.  In  this  manner  he  has  accumulated  a fortune,  and  this  life  has  led  him  to  his  present 
situation.  The  only  business  he  was  ever  known  to  jiretend  to  do,  was  to  fill  the  position  of 
Deputy  County  Treasm-er,  or  Collector  of  Licenses  on  foreign  importations,  an  office  created 
to  supply  a place  for  two  or  three  hirelings  at  a salary  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per 
month,  a law  which  is  still  in  force. 

The  manner  of  his  gaining  a seat  in  the  Board  of  Supendsors,  is  yet  fresh  in  the  minds  of 
this  community.  A ballot  box  presided  over  by  Sullivan,  Kelly  and  White,  at  the  Presidio, 
was  so  arranged  that  four  or  five  days  after  election,  it  hatched  out  Casey  for  Supert^isor, 
where  he  never  thought  of  being  a candidate  until  the  election  was  all  over.  Thus  armed  with 
a color  of  authority  conferred  upon  him  by  the  men  named,  he  takes  his  scat  in  the  Board  of 
Supervisors,  gets  upon  important  committees,  and  votes  away  the  people’s  money  to  those  who 
will  give  him  the  lion’s  share.  By  his  exertions  was  the  monstrous  bill  of  $8000  recently 
voted  away  for  a tnimped-up  claim  to  County  Indexes. 

With  the  mon.y  thus  obtained,  about  six  months  since,  he  established  a Sunday  paper  called 
the  Sunday  I’inu-s,  and  without  principle,  reputation,  education  or  an}'  qualification  to  conduct 
a journal,  except  his  ill-gotten  gain  to  pay  its  expenses,  he  sets  himself  up  as  a reformer  and 
corrector  of  the  evils  in  this  community,  and  a general  crusader  against  bankers. 

There  was  a very  interesting  sight  in  the  street  at  the  Vigilance  Committee  rooms  last  night 
at  8 o’clock,  when  the  relief  guard  was  brought  on.  It  was  a cheering  sight  to  see  those  sturdy 
men  turn  out  in  such  a storm  as  was  then  prevailing,  and  take  up  arms  in  defence  of  the  right 
and  justice  of  the  people.  The  rain,  which  fell  vuth  considerable  violence,  did  not  seem  to 
disperse  the  crowd  much,  but  they  maintained  their  ground,  and  probably  anticipated  some 
action  by  the  movement  of  the  troops.  At  the  hour  named,  several  companies  approached 
the  rooms  in  regular  drill  order,  with  muskets  in  hands,  to  whom  the  guards  gave  way,  and 
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thpy  were  marched  into  the  building,  where  probably  their  duties  were  assigned  them  by  the 
superior  officers.  About  the  same  time  the  relieved  companies  were  marched  out  and  broke 
ranks  ; and  weary  and  worn,  they  returned  to  tlicir  families  with  the  expectation  of  resuming 
their  post  in  the  morning. 


DEATH  OF  JAMES  KIAD  OF  WILEIAM. 

Tuesday,  May  20th,  was  another  eventful  day  in  San  Francisco,  and  one  whose  results  have 
carried  more  real,  genuine  sorrow  to  every  true  heart  in  this  City  and  State,  than  any  occur- 
rence ever  known  in  California.  We  are  in  the  midst  of  thrilling  and  startling  events,  and 
liave  ^)assed  a week  marked  with  a record  that  stands  alone  and  unequalled  in  the  great  calen- 
dar ot  the  world  of  human  affairs. 

We  luul  witnessed  the  bold  attempt  at  assassination  in  our  streets — we  had  seen  the  infuriated 
mass  rash  wildly  after  the  prisoner,  with  exclamations  of  “hang  him,’’  filling  the  air — ^we  had 
witnessed  the  speedy  organization  of  the  Vigilance  Committee  in  our  very  midst,  with  a list 
of  3,000  names — we  had  witnessed  their  formidable  array  in  the  streets  of  our  city — and  we 
had  witnessed  their  successful  campaign  of  rescuing  the  prisoners,  Casey  and  Cora,  from  the 
jail  on  Sunday  last,  without  any  show  of  resistaTice  from  the  authorities — all  of  which  scenes 
wore  attended  with  the  most  intense  and  enthusiastic  excitement — but  never,  until  the  death  of 
Ml".  King  was  announced  yesterday,  at  half  past  one  o’clock,  have  we  seen  such  a powerful  and 
universal  demonstration  of  real,  true,  heartfelt  son'ow  and  mourning,  as  was  exhibited  by  our 
people,  when  the  news  of  his  decease  was  spread  over  the  city,  and  never  have  "we  beheld  an 
occurrence  that  so  completely  shocked  the  public  nerves  and  caused  every  one  to  stand  aghast 
like  that  of  yesterday. 

Up  to  Sunday  night,  the  18th,  the  condition  of  Mr.  King  was  satisflietory  to  his  phy.sicians, 
and  hopes  were  entertained  of  his  surviving,  but  during  the  night  he  complained  of  his  left 
shoulder  and  the  seat  of  the  wound. 

On  the  morning  of  Monday,  the  19th,  his  countenance  assumed  an  anxious  expression,  his 
svstem  was  in  great  distress,  with  the  pulse  at  130.  This  condition  continued  until  3 o’clock. 
1’.  M.,  when  his  physicians  held  a consultation  and  decided  to  examine  the  wound,  take  up 
the  artery,  if  bruised  or  cut,  and  try  to  afford  relief  to  so  critical  a condition.  The  bandage 
and  sponge  were  removed,  after  administering  chloroform,  and  the  wound  examined.  It  was 
found  that  the  largo  artery  difl  not  give  way,  not  rendering  it  necessary  to  take  it  up,  and  little 
or  no  blood  flowed.  The  wound  was  dressed  again,  and  on  the  patient  recovering  from 
the  effects  of  the  chloroform,  he  was  more  comfortable  and  easy,  which  condition  continued 
until  night-fall,  when  a restless  disposition  manifested  itself,  continuing  through  the  night. 

At  .A  o’clock,  'fuesday  morning,  he  began  to  complain  of  sickness  at  the  stomach,  which 
unfavorable  symptom  increased  against  all  efforts  to  control  it,  and  he  soon  after  commenced 
to  vomit.  His  stomach  could  not  retain  anything,  and  he  continued  getting  worse,  the  vomit- 
ing continuing,  until  at  half  past  one  o’clock,  when  he  breathed  his  last. 

Mr.  King’s  wife  was  by  his  side  throughout  all  these  trying  moments,  and  was  hovering  over 
him  when  his  spirit  took  its  flight. 

At  about  thirty  minutes  past  1 o’clock,  the  dreadful  anouncement  of  death  was  made,  and 
the  news  went  through  the  city  like  an  electric  shock.  It  passed  from  man  to  man,  and  street 
to  street,  until  in  a few  moments  it  was  known  all  over  the  city.  The  first  impulse  of  the 
masses  was  to  rush  towards  the  rooms  of  the  Vigilance  Committee,  on  Sacramento  street,  as 
an  impression  seemed  to  prevail  that  they  would  at  once  execute  the  prisoner  Casey,  on  the 
reception  of  this  news.  The  movements  of  the  Committee  were,  however,  apparently 
unchanged,  and  they  proceeded  with  the  business  as  usual,  except  that  an  additional  number 
were  put  on  duty  to  keep  back  the  crowd  that  were  pressing  so  irresistibly  upon  the  door. 
T wo  or  three  armed  companies  were  called  out  in  front  of  the  rooms  to  clear  the  street,  and, 
with  the  assistance  of  the  horse  company,  took  possession  of  Saeramefito  street,  from  the 
rooms  up  to  Battery  street,  and  by  a strong  guard  kept  it  open,  so  that  those  having  business 
at  the  rooms  were  able  to  reach  them  without  passing  through  a mass  of  living  beings. 

Almost  as  soon  as  the  news  of  the  death  of  Mr.  King  had  spread  throughout  the  city, 
emblems  of  mouraing  were  immediately  put  on  by  our  citizens,  and  hung  out  upon  all  the 
principal  buildings  and  residences  in  the  city.  The  stores  of  merchants,  the  officers  of  lawyers, 
and  other  i)laees  of  business,  were  immediately  closed ; the  significant  sable  emblems  were 
everywhere  visible,  and  were  profusely  displayed  from  all  the  hotels  and  public  buildings  and 
many  private  residences.  Mourning  badges  were  appended  to  the  doors  and  over  the  windows 
of  offices,  and  on  every  hand  these  evidences  of  the  demise  of  the  lamented  citizen  were  beheld. 
Front  and  Battery  streets,  as  well  as  Clay,  Sacramento  and  California  streets,  were  completely 
lined  with  the  manifestations  of  the  feelings  of  a bereft  people.  The  front  of  the  Bulletin 
office  was  entirely  covered  with  black  drapery,  and  presented  a truly  gloomy  and  mournful 
appearance,  that  caused  the  thousand  spectators  who  passed  there  to  drop  a tear  for  the  mem- 
ory and  virtues  of  an  esteemed  citizen. 

The  bell  of  the  First  Congregational  Church,  and  several  of  the  Engine  bells,  tolled  the 
solemn  knell,  until  a late  hour  in  the  afternoon.  The  different  flag  staffs  displayed  the  colors 
at  half  mast,  as  well  aS  the  flags  bn  ship  board. 
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During  the  afternoon  there  was  a general  suspension  of  all  business  affairs,  and  shops  of  every 
kind  were  closed  up,  even  the  restaurants  and  drinking  saloons  closed  their  doors  and  hung  out 
emblems  of  mourning.  The  streets  were  filled  tvith  unemployed  persons  who  were  passing 
about  tlie  city  in  silence  and  sorrow. 

At  about  5 o’clock,  the  body  of  the  deceased  was  exposed  at  the  room  where  he  died  in 
Moutgomcrv  Block,  and  an  opportunity  was  afforded  for  persons  to  view  the  corpse.  The 
broad  hall  and  stairway  leading  to  the  front  of  Montgomery  Block  was  soon  blocked  up  by  a 
body  of  persons  who  were  anxious  to  sec  the  remain.s  of  one  so  much  endeared  to  them  in 
life.  A continual  line  of  persons  was  passing  to  and  from  the  roms  for  this  purpose  until  a 
late  hour  at  night,  and  thousands  looked  upon  the  featm-es  of  a man  they  only  knew  through  the 
colums  of  the  Eveniu;/  Bulletin.  At  8 o’clock,  this  line  extended  to  Clay  street,  or  two  blocks 
along  Montgomery  street. 

Soon  after  the  death  of  Mr.  King,  the  news  was  telegraphed  to  every  part  of  the  State  where 
the  wires  extend,  and  the  response  which  came  back  assured  us  that  the  entire  State  >s  in 
mourning.  At  Sacramento,  Marysville,  Stockton,  Nevada,  San  Jose  and  other  i)laces,  the 
shops  and  stores  were  all  closed  and  hung  in  mourning,  and  all  was  as  solemn  as  the  grave. 
Truly,  the  State  is  in  deep  mourning  for  the  loss  of  one  of  her  most  valuable  sons. 

When  the  solemn  knell  of  death  was  sounded  by  the  deep  tones  of  the  church  bell  yesterday, 
the  different  Fire  Companies  lowered  their  flags  to  half-mast,  and  dressed  their  machines  and 
houses  in  deep  mom-ning.  There  was  no  class  of  our  citizens  that  did  not  lay  aside  all  pursuits 
of  whatever  nature,  and  mingle  with  the  sjnmpathizing  multitude  over  the  loss  of  one  so  gene- 
rally knornt  and  beloved. 

Mr.  King  leaves  a very  interesting  family  of  a wife  and  six  children,  all  of  whom  are  less 
than  fourteen  years  of  age.  Mrs.  King  has  been  by  his  side  almost  constantly  since  he  was 
injured,  and  was  with  him  at  his  death.  She  has  home  up  under  this  great  bereavement  with 
no  ordinary  fortitude.  She  came  down  last  evening  at  8 o’clock  to  view  the  corpse  again,  and 
the  crowded  column  that  was  pressing  towards  the  room  was  .stopped  by  the  Police,  and  she 
spent  a few  moments  over  the  corpse,  after  which  the  waiting  multitude  were  again  admitted 
to  the  chamber  of  death. 

It  is  well  known  that  Mr.  King  has  not  left  a competency  for  his  family,  as  he  started  the 
Bulletin  upon  borrowed  capital,  and  of  course  at  the  low  price  at  which  it  has  been  afforded,  ho 
could  not  have  accumulated  a fortune.  In  consequence  of  the  situation  of  his  family,  a meet- 
ing of  citizens  was  held  last  evening  at  the  rooms  of  the  Vigilance  Committee,  to  take  some 
action  in  a proposed  testimonial  to  his  memory'  and  relief  to  his  family,  at  which  we  learn  that 
Messrs.  T.  W.  Park,  F.  Macondray,  and  Carlisle  P.  Patterson  were  appointed  a Committee, 
ivith  power  to  add  to  their  number,  to  superintend  the  plan  and  receive  subscriptions  and  dona- 
tions of  all  who  desire  to  contribute  to  this  fund.  One  object  of  the  proposition  is  to  erect  a 
suitable  monument  to  the  deceased — such  an  one  as  will  be  worthy  of  the  important  crisis 
which  his  death  has  produced.  The  Committee  have  added  the  names  of  John  Sime  and  S. 
P.  Dewey. 


FLXERAL  OF  JAMES  KIAG  OF  WILLIAM. 

No  demonstration  was  ever  made  in  California,  as  a tribute  of  respect  and  esteem  to  a 
private  individual,  more  general  and  imposing  than  that  which  took  place  on  Thursday,  May 
22d  in  honor  of  James  iCing  of  William.  Immediately  on  the  announcement  of  his  death,  on 
Tuesday,  business  of  every  description  entirely  ceased,  and  places  of  amusement  were  closed. 

During  next  day,  nothing  was  thought  of  but  the  death  of  Mr.  King.  Preparations  were 
made  by  all  branches  of  the  communit)q  to  pay  the  last  tribute  of  respect  to  the  memory  of 
the  deceased.  On  Thursday  morning,  many  of  our  business  and  private  dwelling  houess,  that 
had  not  previously  been  robed  in  black,  were  bedecked  in  the  garb  of  mourning ; and  the  flags 
of  the  city,  with  'but  one  exception,  (that  of  Engine  Company  No.  10,)  hung  at  half  mast. 
The  shipping  in  the  bay  also  showed  a similar  token  of  respect.  At  an  early  hour,  the  meet- 
ings and  organizations  of  our  different  societies  took  place;  and  by  twelve  o’clock  all  were 
ready  to  join  in  the  procession. 

The  body  of  the  deceased  had  been  conveyed  to  his  late  residence,  at  the  comer  of  Pacific 
and  Mason  streets  ; and  a few  jninutes  before  noon,  the  hearse,  attended  by  the  members  of  the 
Masonic  order,  a few  personal  friends,  and  the  jjroprietors  and  attaches  of  the  Bulletin  office, 
was  borne  to  the  Unitarian  Church,  on  Stockton  street. 

Arrived  at  the  Church,  which  was  well  filled  long  before  the  hour  appointed,  the  bier  was 
placed  in  front  of  the  altar.  Both  sides  of  the  altar  were  occupied  by  the  pall-bearers.  Mrs. 
Iving  and  children,  and  Mr.  Thomas  S.  King,  were  seated  in  front  of  the  pulpit,  and  the  imme- 
diate friends  of  the  deceased  in  the  adjoining  pews.  The  services  commenced  by  the  chant 
of  an  anthem,  by  the  choir. 

After  the  anthem,  the  Keverend  Mr.  Cutler,  in  a solemn  manner,  delivered  the  following 
eloquent  and  impressive  address  : 

“ We  are  assembled,  friends  and  fellow  citizens,  to  pay  our  last  honors  to  the  dead.  All 
around  us,  we  behold  an  unaccustomed  spectacle.  On  all  sides  are  hung  the  tokens  of  grief — 
every  where  do  we  see  some  memento  of  mortality.  These  streets,  with  their  signs  and  em 
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Hems  of  woe — the  vast  throng  of  citizens  who  pour  along  the  side-walks,  to  see  and  join  in 
the  solemn  procession — this  dense  crowd,  which  now  fills  this  place  of  God’s  worship,  and  the 
sadness  upon  every  countenance, — all  testify  that  a public  calamity  has  come.  Such  an  unu- 
sual demonstration  of  mourning  shows  that  the  soitow  is  deep  and  universal.  It  is  rare, 
indeed,  for  even  one  high  in  official  station,  much  less  a private  citizen,  to  win  such  regard, 
cither  in  life  or  death.  And  what  is  it,  fellow  citizens,  that  has  produced  this  warm  and  vvide- 
spread  sympathy  and  respect,  thus  manifested  towards  the  deceased  1 It  was,  I reply,  undoubt- 
edly, in  the  first  place,  the  character  of  the  man ; in  the  second  place,  the  circumstances  of  his 
death  ; and  in  the  third  place,  the  brief  but  efficient  work  he  accomplished,  as  a fearless  con- 
ductor of  a public  journal.  A man  has  fallen  among  us — a man,  in  the  best  sense  of  that 
great  word.  Manliness  and  integrity  of  character  were  his  distinguishing  traits.  He  fell,  too, 
by  the  hand  of  violence,  on  the  public  street,  a victim  of  fierce  resentment  and  spite,  and  per- 
haps of  conspiracy.  And,  moreover,  he  has  died  a martyr  to  the  cause  of  public  virtue  and 
reform,  lie  has  died  a martyr  to  freedom  of  speech  and  the  press — a martyr  to  progress  of 
society  here — its  progress  upward,  towards  a higher  moral  plane.  And  by  this  it  is,  chiefly, 
that  he  has  won  sucli  distinguished  and  universal  regard,  and  that  his  death,  as  well  as  the 
circumstances  of  his  death,  have  made  such  an  impression,  and  so  deeply  touched  the  general 
sympathy. 

“ With  a bold  pen  he  assailed  giant  evils  ; with  an  unshrinking,  unfaltering  hand  probed  the 
general  corruption  ; with  hard  blows  he  struck  at  the  strongholds  of  iniquity  and  crime  ; and 
with  unsparing  criticisms  he  unmasked  villianous  character ; — and  it  is  for  this  that  he  now 
lies  before  us,  motionless  and  a coiqtse.  But  it  is,  on  the  other  hand,  by  his  fidelity  in  this,  too, 
that  he  has  so  endeared  himself  to  the  hearts  of  the  people,  that  he  has  sent  his  name  abroad, 
far  and  wide,  and  put  it  upon  the  tongue  of  every  school-boy  and  child  in  the  streets.  His 
fleath  will  stimulate  all  the  good  which  he  intended  to  do.  It  is  a terse  proverb,  that  the  seed 
of  the  martyrs  is  the  blood  of  the  church.  And  true  it  is  that  the  proj/hets  of  humanity  are 
first  stoned  by  those  to  whom  they  are  sent,  and  their  monuments  are  reared  over  their  ashes, 
and  their  sepulchres  are  garnished.  Over  the  bones  of  the  prophets,  heroes,  saints  and  martyrs, 
the  world’s  progress  has  ever  gone.  The  world’s  reform  gains  both  its  impulses  and  triumphs 
from  tears,  sacrifice  and  lilood.  Our  brother’s  blood  cries  from  the  ground,  and  though  dead, 
yet  he  s|>eaks,  and  with  a higher  emphasis  and  a power  of  eloquence  greater  than  ever  before. 
These  mute  lips  will  plead  the  cause  of  reform  in  this  community  with  far  more  inspiration 
than  any  living  tones.  Death  sanctifies  all  his  good  deeds  and  worthy  efforts,  and,  under  the 
shaping  and  directing  of  God’s  mysterious  providence  and  husbandry,  will  nm-ture,  strengthen 
and  confirm  the  cause  which  inspned  every  inch  of  his  noble  heart.  The  strong  staff  is  broken 
and  the  beautiful  rod.  Yonder  vacant  pew,  draped  in  black,  reminds  me  that  a personal  friend 
and  an  excellent  parishioner  has  gone,  andhas  been  cut  down  in  the  midst  of  his  days  and  the 
vigor  of  his  manhood.  Kven  while  he  was  yet  reaping  in  the  field,  God  called  him, 
and  his  sic^kle  dropped  from  his  hand.  His  manly  frame  is  prostrate  now  — it  lies  before 
you  in  the  cold  arms  of  death.  No  malice,  no  calumny,  no  resentment,  no  violence  can 
reach  him  now;  revenge  and  ill-will  must  pause  at  the  grave.  We  have  come  to  pay 
our  last  offices  of  respect  and  affection  to  his  precious  remains,  and  to  moum  and  weep 
with  the  deeply  afflitTed  ones,  who  are  bowed  and  broken  in  the  agonies  of  grief  and  bereave- 
ment ; and  to  pray  that  God,  in  his  infinite  mercy,  may  grant  them  strength  to  bear  the  bur- 
den, and  to  give  them  light  amidst  the  thick  darkness  of  this  sorrow.  Our  tears  shall  mingle 
with  theirs  over  his  silent  dust,  while  we  say  peace  to  his  ashes.  A noble  spirit  has  gone  to 
his  reward  — the  auroral  light  of  the  resurrection  shines  into  his  sepulchre.  The  corruptible 
shall  put  on  incorruption  — the  mortal,  immortality ; and  that  which  is  now  sown  in  the  weak- 
ness of  the  flesh,  shall  be  raised  in  the  power  of  an  endless  life.” 

The  llcv.  Win.  'raylor  now  read  the  Lesson  for  the  occasion,  selecting  the  first  six  verses  of 
chap.  4.r,  from  Isaiah,  and  nine  verses  of  chap.  14  from  Matthew,  commencing  at  the  fourth 
verse.  The  Reverend  speaker  alluded  to  the  high  privilege  he  had,  of  attending  his  departed 
friend  from  the  period  of  receiving  his  wound  until  the  last  struggle  with  death.  He  would 
take  another  occasion  to  speak  on  the  subject. 

The  Rev.  E.  S.  Lacy  then  read  the  following  eloquent  and  feeling  address  : 

“ In  the  presence  of  the  “ Preacher  Silent,”  the  living  man  should  say  but  little.  I do  not 
arise  to  make  a eulogy — that  is  on  every  side  of  us,  and  within  every  heart  — greater  than 
any  which  can  lie  spoken  ; I wish  to  ask  you  all  to  hoed  the  lesson  which  death  teaches  and  be 
instructed  by  this  solemn,  sad  — most  sad  — event.  If  the  stern  messenger  bring  no  instruc- 
tion for  us  — if  this  sudden  stroke,  so  heavy  upon  the  great  heart  of  all  the  city,  I may  say,  of 
all  the  State,  make  no  deep  impression,  stamp  no  warning  on  our  minds  of  an  immortality 
beyond,  into  which  he  has  gone  forever,  then  however  much  of  sympathy,  and  noble,  generous; 
feeling  may  be  awakened,  the  greatest  work  is  not  yet  done  — the  final  lesson  not  yet  learned. 
To  be  sure,  he  is  taken  from  us  by  the  hand  of  violence,  but  it  is  the  same  dreadful,  inexorable 
Deatli ; it  halves  the  rigid,  senseless  form  utterly  unmoved  and  unaffected  by  all  our  symjia- 
thizing  grief ; untouched  by  that  voice  passionately  calling  in  his  car,  whose  lowest  breathing 
commanded  always  his  attention.  Here  is  the  work  of  death  upon  tins  strong  man  ; the  ‘warm, 
sensible  motion  ’ has  become  a ‘ kneaded  clod,’  and  the  ‘ delighted  spirit  ’ has  left  the  noble 
form  forever.  I never  realized  a death  so  much.  It  too  often  hardens  and  turns  my  sensibili- 
ties to  stone,  but  it  is  not  so  now ; the  tear  comes  unbidden  in  my  eye,  and  my  heart  rises  up 
and  chokes  me,  when  I am  all  alone  and  still.  That  tolling  bell,  two  days  since,  struck  upon 
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the  heart  of  this  great  city  as  though  it  were  tlie  solemn  summons  for  themselves,  or  a voice 
which  told  them  that  one  in  their  own  house  lay  dead.  Why  this  universal  mourning  ? Why 
these  streets  and  walls  of  stone,  all  tolling  of  a solemn  thing  1 Why  do  those  gay  streamers 
float  so  low  ? • It  might  seem  to  a traveler  that  some  law  required  a sign  to  be  hung  from  each 
man’s  door,  and  tokens  of  affliction  to  be  hung  on  everything  the  eye  can  see  ; for  the  shroud- 
like white  and  the  gloomy  folds  of  crape  are  wreathed  upon  almost  every  object  — around  the 
stand  of  the  fniit-seller,  through  all  the  markets,  around  the  flag  of  our  country,  and  upon  the 
house  of  God.  But  tliese  things  are  by  no  law,  except  that  universal  law,  which  works  witli- 
out  requirement  — the  law  our-  Savior  uttered,  ‘From  the  abundance  of  the. heart  the  mouth 
speaketh.’  But  there  are  times  when  the  mouth  cannot  speak  tlie  feelings — cannot  tell  the 
whole  — then  the  struggling  heart  employs  stunbols,  and  makes  inanimate  things  tell  her  tale  of 
woe,  paint  it  in  the  face,  and  breath  it  in  the  tones  of  voice.  I have  never  seen  the  human  face 
so  hung  with  sadness  as  during  the  past  two  days  — a smile  so  ill  become  it.  Our  salutations 
have  all  been  low  and  in  a minor  key.  Tiiose  who  had  never  known  nor  even  seen  the  man 
whose  memory  we  cherish,  speak  with  stifled  voice  and  heaving  breasts.  The  children  do  not 
seem  to  play.  I have  heard  no  loud  laugh.  Parlor  lights  look  dim  and  sad.  Places  of 
amusement  are  sliut  up  ; we  seem  lilte  one  great  mourning  family. 

“Why  is  all  of  this  ! Any  reputable  citizen  struck  down  at  this  time,  by  such  a man,  would 
probably  have  called  together  the  Vigilance  Committee,  and  produced  the  action  of  last  Sab- 
bath. Our  sense  of  justice  was  all  outraged,  and  we  could  stand  no  more.  But  why  all  these 
irrepressiltle  tokens  of  lamentation  for  the  man  who  lies  before  us  in  his  blood  1 Why  are  you, 
and  I,  and  all,  so  sad  and  stricken,  as  though  our  brother  lay  down  there  before  us  / 1 know 
the  reason,  and  I can  toll : he  died  defendhui  us ! Every  family  feels,  every  poor  man,  every 
houseless  child,  everv  trade  and  occupation  feel  that  they  have  lost  a champion  — that  he  fell 
defending  them.  This  is  the  secret  of  our  universal  sadness.  One  who  has  been  guarding  all 
the  interest  of  community,  with  a father’s  et-e  ; watching  for  the  oqflian  and  the  houseless,  and 
the  men  who  have  no  work : beating  and  .stabbing  at  vice,  that  common  enemy  of  mankind, 
wherever  he  could  meet  it,  no  matter  what  its  form  ; it  was  in  the  midst  of  such  a work  as  this 
he  fell,  without  a moment’s  warning  ? We  feel  that  our  own  defender  was  struck  down,  when 
he  was  fighting  for  us,  by  the  hand  of  our  common  enemy.  James  King  was  murdered  sud- 
denly, while  watching  our  rights,  tlie  rights  and  safety  of  every  family,  and  of  every  honest 
citizen,  the  sacreduess  of  vutue,  and  the  jicace  of  home,  by  one  of  a gang  of  villians  which  in- 
fest and  destroy  tlie  very  vitals  of  society.  I hold  that  the  vicious,  gambling,  idle,  curs- 
ing man,  is  the  hateful  enemy  of  his  race  ; that  a company  of  them,  a gang  of  them  interlaeed 
together  is  the  curse  of  a city,  the  ruin  of  any  society,  the  common  enemy  of  the  people.  They 
take  the  money,  but  they  make  no  return,  except  in  ‘ the  abomination  of  desolation,’  and  in 
the  rapid,  certain,  dreadful  ruin  of  your  sons.  These  men,  the  black,  villainous  men,  (of 
which  our  city  is  full,)  are  the  enemies  of  the  commomvcalth  ; they  are  your  enemies  ; they  are 
mine ; they  are  everybody’s.  There  is  not  the  youngest  child  to  whom  tliey  are  not  a hurt  and  a 
curse.  It  was  against  these  that  the  Editor  of  the  Bidhtin  raised  his  "hand,  not  for  himself 
alone,  but  for  3^ou,  and  me,  and  all ; and  by  one  of  th<>m  — perhaps  a hired  one  — perhaps  a 
lot-appointed  one,  our  defender,  when  his  words  for  us  were  yet  damp  upon  the  sheet,  was 
shot  down  from  his  family,  from  all  of  us,  throughout  the  State.  He  was  the  feailcss 
champion  of  right  and  truth, — the  love-gifts  of  our  paternal  God  to  every  one  of  us.  He  was  our 
representative,  the  speaker  for  humanity.  James  Casey  was  their  representative  ; he  killed  this 
noble  victim  ! Cowardly,  miserable,  miserable  man  1 he  killed  this  noble  victim ! 

“ This  is  why,  my  fellow  citizens,  we  feel  this  desolation  ; this  is  why  jou  all  are  here  ; the 
man  who  fought  and  fell  for  me  is  here,  with  the  coffin-lid  closed  down  forever ! I must  go 
and  lay  my  gratitude  upon  his  coffin  ! I must  join  in  the  ascending  prayer  of  all  the  people 
gathered  around  the  body  of  their  brother,  their  friend.  This  is  the  cause  of  our  bereavement, 
it  finds  no  expression  but  in  silence.  Our  whole  State  is  dressed  in  mourning. 

“Mr.  King,  during  the  few  days  he  survived  his  wound,  received  every  attention  which 
medical  skill  could  afford,  or  money  could  procure,  or  affection  suggest.  But  it  is  not  enough, 
it  is  inhuman,  to  give  every  attention  to  our  guest,  as  long  as  be  is  with  us,  but  make  no  pro- 
vision, nor  ask  a question  about  the  great  voyage  on  which  he  has  embarked,  and  from  which 
we  never  expect  him  to  return.  Our  guest  ha.s  left  us,  and  gone  forth  upon  the  great  ocean  of 
immortality.  It  was  ray  privilege  to  know  somewhat  of  his  preparations,  and  to  aid  him  what 
I could  therein.  I have  reason  to  suppose  that  much  of  his  time  was  spent  in  thinking  of 
eternity,  and  the  great  interests  of  his  soul.  He  was  a firm  believer  in  the  word  of  God.  Ho 
said  to  me,  on  Thursday  morning,  ‘ I Iiave  been  thinking  of  the.se  things  nearly  all  the  night.’ 
He  then  spoke  freely  of  his  religious  reflections — experiences,  perhaps  I should  sa}n  Among 
other  things,  he  remarked,  ‘ I have  often  sinned  and  broken  the  law  of  God : I feel  now  the 
need  of  repentance:  I do  repent.’  In  explanation,  he  added,  ‘Not  that  my  sins  would  be 
great  in  the  eyes  of  men,  but  against  His  commands,  in  words,  and  thoughts,  and  actions.’  I 
told  him  of  God’s  great  mercy,  as  shown  in  a dying  Saviour.  ‘ There,’  said  he,  (I  use  his 
words,)  ‘is  my  only  peace ; in  the  mercy  of  God,  for  the  sake  of  Jesus  Christ.’  After  talking 
more  than  I thought  he  ought,  he  replied,  as  he  often  did  afterwards,  ‘ You  talk  to  me.  I am 
not  able  to  talk.’  I do  not  think  he  expected  to  die  after  the  first  twenty-four  hours.  He  said 
at  one  time,  I remember,  of  his  own  accord,  ‘ If  God  gives  me  health  again,  I shall  endeavor 
to  serve  him  better.’  He  was  uniformly  self-possessed,  and  even  polite  to  those  who  came  to 
see  him.  To  show  his  unselfish  and  noble  Spirit,  as  manifested  in  this  way,  a few  hours  before 
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his  death,  he  opened  his  eyes,  seeming  hardly  able  to  distinguish  persons,  but  recognizing  one 
whom  he  had  not  noticed  before  that  morning — his  face  assumed  a smile,  while  lie  reached  out 
his  hand,  then  getting  cold,  and  said,  ‘Let  me  give  you  my  hand.’  That  morning,  though 
able  to  utter  only  a few  words,  he  spoke  of  peace  in  (rod,  with  serenity  and  composure. 

“ I understood,  also,  that  he  spent  many  silent  moments  in  prayer  to  the  Great  Father,  to 
whom  he  looked  for  help.  He  seemed  to'unirc  mo.-^t  feiwently  in  the  words  offered  at  his  bed- 
side, and  to  close  them  with  a deep  and  true  ‘ Amen.’ 

“ I need  not  now  detain  you  more.  You  know  his  life,  my  friends.  God  grant  that  you 
may  all  be  ennobled  by  it ! I have  shown  you  in  what  a way  he  wont : he  ‘ died  not  as  the 
fooi  dieth ;’  but  he  went  strengthened  by  the  eternal  truth  of  God.  Our  mourning  is  only  for 
ourselves  : for  him  we  need  not  mourn.  liis  immortal  sense  is  now  opened,  I trust,  on  glories 
‘which  eye  hath  not  seen,  nor  ear  heard,  nor  hath  entered  into  the  heart  of  man.’  Let  me  ask 
you,  in  this  time  of  deep  mourning,  to  remember  the  family  of  him  who  has  departed — her, 
who  bears  in  her  broken  heart  the  distillation  of  all  our  grief.  Bemember  the  little  ones,  also, 
and  in  your  prayers,  ask  Him  who  is  the  .Father  of  the  fatherless,  for  his  care  and  protection 
over  them.” 

The  Bev.  Mr.  Cutler  offered  the  closing  prayer,  after  which  a hymn  was  sung  by  the  choir, 
and  the  ceremonies  at  the  church  closed  with  a benediction. 

Before  the  ceremonies  at  church  had  concluded,  the  procession  in  front  had  been  formed  by 
Mr.  John  Sime,  assisted  by  aids.  Soon  after  the  service  was  ended,  the  cortege  moved  in  the 
following  order : 

The  Masonic  Order  in  full  regalia,  with  the  Boyal  Arch  Chapter  ; a carriage  containing  the 
Bev.  Messrs.  Cutler,  Lacy  and  Taylor;  a carriage  containing  the  physicians  to  the  late  de- 
ceased; the  hearse,  drawn  bv  four’ gray  horses,  richly  capunsoned,  attended  on  each  side  by 
the  following  named  gentlemen,  as  Pall  Bearers ; Majors  J.  B.  Snyder,  S.  Hensley,  and  H. 
S.  Love;  Hon’s  S.  H.  Creigh,  G.  W.  Baker,  T.  O.  Larkm,  Jno.  Walton  and  F.  Soule;  Lt. 
S.  Maynard ; J.  M.  Crane,  F.  W.  Macondray,  W.  Hoope  and  Jno.  PaiTOt,  Esq’s. 

Carnage  containing  Mrs.  King  and  children  and  Mr.  Thomas  S.  King.  Carriages  contain- 
ing mourning  friends  of  the  deceased.  Attachces  of  the  Evening  Bulletin,  on  foot.  California 
Pioneers,  with  badges  and  mourning  emblems.  Members  of  the  press  in  the  city,  and  towns  in 
the  interior.  Sacramento  Guard,  in  full  uniform.  The  San  Francisco  Fu-e  Department,  in 
citizen’s  dress,  headed  by  the  Chief  Engineer  Every  company  was  largely  represented  except 
No.  10.  The  San  Francisco  Minstrels,  members  of  the  Theatrical  profession,  and  the  Musical 
bands  of  the  city,  with  muffled  instruments.  The  boys  from  St.  Mary’s  Library  Association. 
The  Draymen  of  the  city  on  horseback,  to  the  number  of  350  men.  The  Stevedores,  with 
banners,  numbering  142  men.  The  Turn-Verein  Society  in  full  costume.  A deputation  of 
ten  colored  persons,  with  badges,  representing  the  S.  F.  Athenseum,  a library  association  com- 
posed of  colored  persons.  These  were  followed  by  a large  number  of  carriages  and  private 
vehicles. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  procession  extended  a mile  and  a half  in  length.  Some  of  the  Socie- 
ties marched  four  abreast,  in  close  order. 

The  procession  moved  from  the  Church  in  Stockton  street  to  Washington,  thence  to  Mont- 
gomery street,  thence  to  Bush,  and  up  Bush  street  to  the  Lone  Mountain  Cemetery.  All  along 
the  line  of  march  the  streets  were  densely  crowded  with  spectators.  The  windows  and  balco- 
nies of  every  house  were  lined  with  ladies.  The  number  of  persons  in  the  procession  is  estimated 
at  between  five  and  six  thousand. 

Entering  the  Cemetery  at  the  gate  fronting  Bush  street,  the  funeral  cortege  proceeded  up 
and  over  the  first  hills,  between  the  plots  of  ground  already  laid  off  in  great  numbers,  and 
improved  for  their  sad  purposes.  It  proceeded  to  the  receiving  vault,  where  the  procession 
halted.  The  hearse  was  drawn  up  near  the  entranee,  and  the  coffin  taken  out  and  placed  in 
front  of  the  vault  door.  None  who  witnessed  it  will  ever  forget  the  parting  scene.  But  we  do 
not  desire  to  describe  what  is  hallowed  by  all  the  sacred  ties  of  family,  affection  and  sorrow. 
No  heart  was  unmoved,  none  were  there  that  did  not  raise  a silent  prayer  to  Heaven  for  pro- 
tection and  comfort  to  the  distressed  ones. 

After  the  coffin  had  been  placed  in  the  vault,  the  burial  service  of  the  Masonic  Brotherhood 
was  then  read  by  Alex.  G.  Abell,  B.  W.,  Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  California. 
All  who  have  over  witnessed  the  Masonic  burial  service,  know  how  impressive  the  ceremonies, 
how  sublime  the  lessons  taught.  Added  to  the  usual  solemnity,  were  all  the  extraordinary 
circumstances  pressing  upon  the  thoughts  and  hearts  of  the  Brotherhood  and  the  rest  of  the 
immense  concourse. 

The  Masonic  Prayer  was  offered  by  Bev.  Mr.  Lacy ; the  farewell  pronounced  by  the  Grand 
Secretary  ; a benediction  uttered  by  Bev.  Mr.  Lacy,  and  the  assemblage  turned  away  from  the 
silent  dead.  The  ceremonies  were  over.  Ashes  to  ashes,  dust  to  dust;  the  tribute  was  paid; 
the  gates  dividing  time  and  eternity,  quick  life  and  the  departed  spirit,  were  shut  forever. 

Turning  away  slowly  and  silently  from  the  tomb,  the  procession  moved  back  to  the  city. 
The  sad  event  was  over. 
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EXECUTION  OF  CASEY  AND  CORA. 


EXECUTION  OF  THE  CRIMIXALS  CASEY  AXD  CORA. 

James  P.  Casej'  and  Charles  Cora  were  hung  yesterday,  by  the  Vigilance  Committee,  at 
half-past  one  o’clock,  at  the  Head-Quarters  of  tlie  Executive  Committee,  on  Sacramento  street, 
near  Davis. 

Both  prisoners  had  been  tried  before  the  Committee,  or  a portion  of  it,  and  had  been  found 
guilty.  These  trials  wore  in  secret,  and  the  reporters  of  the  press  were  refused  admittance,  and 
were  unable  to  acquire  information  from  those  present,  who,  as  it  appears,  were  sworn  to  secres3^ 
A promise  had  been  made  to  Casey,  before  he  was  taken,  that  he  should  have  a fair  trial,  and 
be  permitted  to  speak  ten  minutes.  These  conditions  were  strictly  observed.  Casey  was 
inforaied,  on  Wednesday  afternoon,  that  he  had  been  condemned  to  be  hung.  While’ under 
charge  of  the  Vigilance  Committee,  his  spirit  appeared  to  be  unbroken.  When  awakening 
after  a slecji,  he  would  frequently  strike  the  floor  with  his  handcuff's  and  swear  fiercely  at  his 
fate.  On  Wednesday  afternoon,  a yoimg  married  woman,  his  cousin,  was  permitted  to  visit 
him.  They  had  some  conversation  together.  He  told  her  that  lie  was  to  be  executed,  and 
she  swooned  on  liearing  it.  During  the  evening,  the  Eight  Rev.  Bishop  Allcmany  attended 
Casey,  who  had  been  educated  in  the  Catholic  religion. 

During  the  night  he  was  restles.s,  and  passed  a portion  of  the  night  pacing  up  and  down. 
He  was  heard  to  exclaim,  “ Oh,  my  God  ! has  it  come  to  this  ! Must  I be  hung  like  a dog ! 
During  the  first  two  or  three  days  I might  as  well  have  escaped  from  the  jail  as  not,  and  I only 
stayed  there  for  Scannell’s  sake.”  Casey  made  a will,  the  particulars  of  which  are  unknown 
to  us.  He  had  considerable  property  to  di.spose  of,  estimated  by  rumor  to  be  worth  $30,000. 
Casey  was  thin  and  pale,  and  his  expression  was  haggard.  His  face  appeared  coarse  for  the 
want  of  shaving,  no  ra/.or  having  been  allowed  him  for  shaving. 

At  eight  o’clock  yesterday  the  General  Committee  was  notified  that  Casey  would  be  executed 
at  half-past  one,  and  ordered  to  appear  under  arms.  During  the  morning,  preparations  were 
made  for  the  execution.  Beams  were  run  out  over  two  of  the  windows  of  the  Committee  room, 
and  platforms  about  three  feet  square  extending  out  under  each  beam.  These  platforms  were 
supported  next  the  house  by  hinges,  and  outside  by  ropes  extending  up  to  the  beams.  Along 
the  sti’eets  for  a considerable  distance  on  each  side  of  the  place  of  execution  were  ranged  the 
Committee,  more  than  3,000  in  number,  some  on  foot  with  muskets  and  others  on  horseback 
with  sabres.  No  outsiders  were  permitted  to  approach  within  a hundred  yards.  Beneath  the 
place  of  execution  were  several  eannon  and  eaissons  ready  for  use  if  necessary.  The  houses  in 
the  vicinity  were  covered  with  spectators,  and  in  the  streets  were  collected  probably  not  less 
than  eight  or  ten  thousand  persons. 

At  a quarter  past  one  o’clock,  Casey  and  Cora  were  brought  out  upon  the  platforms.  The 
former  was  attended  by  the  Rev.  Father  Gallagher.  The  arms  of  both  were  pinioned  at  the 
elbows,  and  both  wore  white  caps  intended  to  be  drawn  down  over  the  eyes  before  the  drop  fell. 
Cora  walked  composedly,  and  stood  stiffly  while  his  companion  addressed  the  crowd.  The 
two  were  about  ten  steps  ajjart,  Cora  occupying  the  position  nearest  Davis  street.  Casey 
spoke  in  a very  loud  and  clear  voice,  as  follows  : 

“ Gentlemen,  Fellow-Citizens — I am  not  guilty  of  any  crime.  When  I am  dead,  when 
I am  laid  in  my  grave,  let  no  one  dare  traduce  my  character  or  asperse  my  memory.  Let  no 
man  exult  over  me,  or  point  to  my  grave  as  that  of  an  assassin.  I only  acted  as  I was  taught 
— according  to  my  early  education — to  avenge  an  insult.  Let  not  the  Alta,  the  Chronicle,  andi 
the  Globe,  persecute  mv  memory ; let  them  no  more  proclaim  me  a murderer  to  the  world. 
Let  them  not  insult  me  after  death.  I have  an  aged  mother  in  the  Atlantic  States,  and  I hope 
she  will  never  hear  how  I died.  I trust  she  will  never  know  that  I am  executed  on  a charge 
of  murder.  I am  not  guilty  of  any  such  crime.” 

About  this  time  Father  Qallagher  touched  Casey  and  said,  “ Pray  to  God  to  pardon  your 
crime  ; pray  God  to  save  your  soul.” 

Casey,  after  a moment’s  hesitation,  spoke  again ; 

“ Oh’  God,  pardon  and  forgive  me.  Oh,  my  mother ! my  mother  ! I hope  she  will  never 
hear  of  this.  Oh,  God  ! have  mercy  on  my  mother  ; comfort  her  in  her  affliction.  Oh,  God  1 
have  merev  on  my  soul ! Oh,  my  God  ! my  God  ! I am  not  guiltj'  of  murder — did  not 
intend  to  commit  murder.” 

Some  one  here  said,  “ It  is  not  necessary  to  repeat  that  again.”  Casey  was  confused  at  this, 
and  mentioning  the  name  of  his  mother  again  in  a low  tone  of  voice,  he  drew  back.  As  he  did 
so,  the  drop  beneath  Cora  was  withdrawn,  and  his  body  fell  a distance  of  about  five  feet.  He 
did  not  move  : his  neck  was  no  doubt  broken  by  the  shock,  and  there  was  one  soul  less  in  the 
land  of  the  living.  The  rope  was  adjusted  around  Casey’s  neck,  and  he  weakened  in  the  knees 
so  that  a committee  man  had  to  support  him.  He  was  placed  on  the  platform ; a moment 
aftenvards  it  fell  beneath  him.  He  stmggled  a little,  but  at  the  end  of  about  three  minutes  he 
ceased  to  move,  and  he  too  was  dead. 

The  bodies  continued  to  hang  for  nearly  an  hour  as  they  were  executed.  Although  a great 
many  persons  were  in  sight  at  the  time,  awaiting  the  climax  of  the  tragedy,  there  were  many 
others  scattered  about  toivn  who  supposed  that  the  affair  would  be  postponed.  The  news 
spread  rapidly  through  the  city,  and  ten  minutes  after  the  death  of  Casej-,  great  numbers  of 
men  were  to  be  seen  rashing  down  Clay  and  Washington  and  Commercial  streets,  as  though  it 
were  a matter  of  life  and  death  to  get  a sight  of  the  spectaele.  At  half-past  two  o’clock,  the 
Coroner  having  been  notified,  sent  his  clerk  with  a wagon  and  removed  the  bodies. 


